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EDITOR'S NOTE 

The announcement for our long awaited Christmas 2009 event is here!  We have been telling everyone the dates and how special it is going to be.  Check out the Upcoming Club Events on page 2 and see what all the fuss is about.  Don't delay.  Quite a few people have already tried to sign up and I told them they had to wait for the newsletter to come out to be fair to all.

I want to send a special thank you to Rose Ortel, Lavender and Lace Tea Socials, for opening her home to us on September 29th and again on October 1st because the 29th filled so fast.  She served us a fabulous tea and I have heard from many that it was one of their favorite teas ever.  A review of this event will be in the next newsletter due to time constraints.

I will see many of you November 6th and 7th when I will serve you tea!  For all I don't see there, I wish you a Blessed Christmas, Happy Chanukah and very Happy New Year!

God Bless,

Sharon

TIME to RENEW

It's hard to believe that another year has gone by!  The next newsletter will come out in January 2010, so it is now time to renew your dues.  Dues remain at $10.00 to have a paper newsletter delivered via USPS or $5.00 to have it delivered electronically. (Go to page 12 to see if you have to renew now.)

If you have a credit on the books, your dues may be taken from your credit before the credits are refunded in December.  Otherwise, you will need to either pay Donna, Dottie, or Roxanne at one of the tea events remaining this year or mail them to the club office at:

The Royal-tea Club

105 Frog Pond Hollow

Abbottstown PA 17301  

Don't miss out on all the exciting things our committee is planning for next year!
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2009 UPCOMING ROYAL-TEA CLUB EVENTS

(Address and telephone number are provided for each establishment should you   

   need directions. 

(Reservations may ONLY be made through the Tea Club office.  

(Prices always include tax and tip.

(The cutoff date is the last date reservations may be canceled and still get a 

   refund or credit.

Reservations are now being taken for the following events

Friday, November 6th, 6:30 PM and Saturday, November 7th, Noon - In July 2007 our club was the first group to visit the new Lady Bug Tea Room. It is past time to return. This is your chance to visit the tea room where Sharon Hart works! Member Price: $27.75. Price for non-members: $30.25  Address: 326 West King Street, East Berlin, PA. Telephone number: 717-259-8131. Cutoff date: October 31st. Number of seats: 30 each seating. Number of seats available: 14 for Friday, 0 – no  one on the waiting list for Saturday.

Sunday, December 6th and Sunday December 13th, 2:00 PM  - No reservations accepted until after 6:00 PM Thursday, October 22nd.  Here is the information for our Christmas tea event that everyone has been waiting for!  We will be heading to Waynesboro for a "Turn of the Century Tea" at the beautifully restored Victorian which is the private home of June Mumma.   This home resembles a wedding cake with its tiered porches in the front.  You will be invited to tour June's beautiful home while admiring the many decorated Christmas trees.  This one will go very fast so don't procrastinate!  Member Price: $21.00. Price for non-members: $23.50.  Address: 147 West King Street, Waynesboro, PA. Telephone number: 717-762-4227. Cutoff date: November 25th. Number of seats: 25 each seating. Number of seats available: 25 each seating.

WINTER PUBLISHING DATE

The Winter issue will be out mid-January.   You may wish to write this date on your calendar.  If you have renewed your dues for 2010 and your newsletter has not been received by the end of the month, contact Sharon at 717-332-5851.

TRAVEL NEWS

We had a very adventurous trip to the British Isles this summer.  Please read the highlights starting on page 6. 

We are working on a new overnight trip for you for next Spring.  One of the most memorable parts of our recent British Isles trip, for me and many others, was the Edinburgh Military Tattoo.  No, it wasn't a mass body tattooing event!  It was bagpipes, drum and bugle corps, dancers and singers.  Absolutely one of the most fantastic events I have ever seen!  We recently discovered there is an annual Military Tattoo in Norfolk, VA and we are going to take you there!  We will leave Friday, April 30th and return Sunday, May 2nd.  This trip will include two teas, the Tattoo, and time on your own in Williamsburg.  Plans are almost finalized and the trip flyers will be sent out as soon as we get them.

We need more people to sign up for the Capital Gardens Tour and Tea day trip on Thursday, May 6th.  If you are interested but wanted to wait a bit before signing up, please let us know.  We will be traveling to our Nation's capital for a fabulous garden tour adventure.  What a wonderful way to celebrate Mother's Day and the gardens should be gorgeous at that time of year!  We will be visiting Brookside Gardens and the National Arboretum.  You have the option of selecting a boxed lunch, and after a day gazing at plants and flowers, you will relax and unwind at a Chinese Tea House for dinner.   Contact Sharon for a trip flyer or look for it on the club web site trip page, http://www.theroyal-teaclub.org/pages/teatrips.htm.

ASHEVILLE UPDATE

Final arrangements have been made for this trip.  If you are interested in going, contact Krouse Travel toll free at 877-244-6410.  They would have to check all venues to determine availability before accepting your reservation.

CONDOLENCES

Brenda Lucas' 92 year old uncle passed away in early June.  Our sympathies go out to Brenda and her family.

CLUB MEMBER NEWS

Sally Brown broke her foot in early July.  There was great concern as Sally was supposed to go on the British Isles cruise with the club in August.  Luckily, she healed quickly and did not have to miss her trip!  Cindy Fischer is finally back to work, although only part-time, after breaking her leg six months ago.  It was very slow to heal.
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REVIEWS OF PAST EVENTS

The Royal-tea Club’s 4th Annual Covered Dish Luncheon

by Amy Easley
This annual tea has quickly become one of my favorites.  It is hard to say what is the best part of the afternoon - the tea, the food, the beautifully decorated tables, the favors, the book sales table, the games, the Silent Auction (not as silent as expected), the entertainment or the drawing of door prizes!  Each part of the afternoon was more enjoyable then the moment before it! 

Upon entering the fellowship hall for the luncheon, one could not help but notice the cheery lime green and yellow themed decorations.  There were pastel colored flowered lead pencils and special tea pot tape measure favors at each seat.  The food tables quickly filled with mouth watering delicacies.  I will try to give you a taste of the variety of goodies that were enjoyed by all: ham, cheese puff pastries, tuna and chicken salad, deviled eggs, macaroni and cheese, fresh fruit, salmon cakes with lemon dill sauce, asparagus quiche, pasta salad, squash casserole, taco salad, and broccoli dip.  If I did not mention all of the main dishes, please know that I tried to name all the ones that I sampled.  Now, get ready for the desserts: Yum Yum… can you taste it!?!  We had lemon tea bread, ginger thins, chocolate chip cookies, black forest cake, snicker doodles, peanut butter fudge, warm apple tarts, blueberry cobbler, brownies and eclairs.  A big thank you to each cook who shared her favorite specialty complete with the recipe to all. 

The entire afternoon of fun would not have been possible if it had not been for Carol Lee Bettendorf, Sarah Markey, and Shirley Smith who served on the decorating committee.  A special thanks to Mimi Johnson and Dee Bishop for sharing their expertise and demonstration of Civil War attire, (we were all breathing a sigh of relief we did not have to wear all of those garments to our special luncheon!).  And special appreciation to Nancy Lagyak who shared her beautifully made magnetic bookmarks for each member who attended.  A thank you to Janice Toney, Alexandra Toney, and Jennie Spillers for organizing the book sale, offering books on romance, mystery, cook books, diet books, murder, life, living, etc. To author Laura Childs who graciously donated her autographed books for door prizes and to all the members who helped set up and cleaned up after the covered dish.

Thank you to everyone who donated items for the silent auction and to Lynn Gurtler and Linda Smith who managed it.  (It was a BIG job to undertake).  This part of the luncheon was fun filled, screams of joy and lots of money raised for the club!!! There were some members who did get their number called, and called again, and again and again!!  Next year we may have to have roller skates on to make sure we can get from one end of the table to the other end to make sure your bid is the ONE!!!

A special welcome to those who attended their first event as club members: Cindy Batton, Jennie Spillers, Alexandra Toney, Sharon Pugh and Dawn Beck!!!  We were also graced with many guests who included: Diane Wittig, Candy Riddle, Timothy Bidenfeld, Dee Bishop, Christine Dentz, Dottie Payne, and DJ Schmid!!!  I am sure that after eating the wonderful foods!!!, watching, in awe, the demonstration of the women’s civil war clothing, Royal-tea Bingo!!, door prizes and the Silent Action, everyone had lots of memories and I am sure they will all return next year!!! 

A big hand of applause for all the behind the scenes workers that we know are there but still need to know of our appreciation and thanks!!!!  A final thank you and tons of love to the Queens court: Dottie Johnson, new committee member Shirley Smith, Roxanne Batterden, and Donna Lerew.  The Queen of the tea, whom we all cherish for her generous spirit, loving hands, open heart and hard work  - SHARON HART! A really special thank you to everyone who came out for this afternoon to share in all the fun!!! I don’t know about you but I am already looking forward to next year’s special luncheon!!!
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REVIEWS  OF OUR PAST EVENTS (continued)

Higinbotham's, Tuesday, July 28th, 2009

by Diane Trickett
Tuesday, July 28th, 2009 took us into the small village of New Oxford, PA to an adorable Bed & Breakfast and Tea Room at Higinbotham's.  You had your choice of the sun porch, the library or the main dining room from which to choose a seat.  Mary Jo (owner and club member) Higinbotham and her husband started our evening off with fresh warm peach scones with clotted cream and berry jam.  Your choices of tea were pomegranate, peach flower, and strawberry rhubarb. 

Every seat was spoken for.  Jan Myers made it just in time to win the door prize.  Next came a delicious lemon squash orzo mint soup.  We all wanted a second bigger bowl of it.  After the soup came a fruit compote with an ever so slight lemon/lime tart taste, just enough to cleanse your palate. 

Now, for the main course: Spinach bars with mozzarella, sharp cheese, onion, Worcestershire sauce, Gordon toast with bacon and Cheddar cheese, Creamy cucumber logs with parsley and a deviled egg with horseradish and bacon. 

The evening was capped off with a piece of blueberry pecan shortbread, Texas sheet cake with its chocolate fudgy icing, cut in small round circles which made it easy to pop into your mouth, and a light chewy lemon cooler cookie.

Sweet Simplici-Tea, Saturday, August 8th, 2009

by Carolyn Troy

On a sunny summer afternoon my mother, Emma Long, and I headed off to historic Sykesville to the relatively new Sweet Simplici-Tea Tea Room to meet our RTC friends.  Owners and sisters, Lisa Meyer and Robyn Zumbrun, welcomed us to what would be one of the best teas we’ve attended.

Their tea selection is extensive and most are their own private blends.  Lisa chose four for our enjoyment.  She also provided a decaf tea.  Our server, Emily, made sure our pots were always full.   All the food is prepared on site with local fresh ingredients where possible.

We began with “Glorious Garden” tea, a light fruity tea blend.  Our first treat was a warm, fresh from the oven, peach and caramel scone served with clotted cream and peach pecan jam.  Yummy!

Next came “Mother’s Bouquet” tea, a light floral tea infused with “mother-of-pearl” sugar drops.  With this we were served a cold honey dew soup garnished with blueberries and oatmeal cookie crumbs.  This was followed by a fresh garden salad with blueberries, almonds, a cucumber star and homemade poppy seed dressing.  

And yet more to come!  “Simply Victorian”, a lavender infused tea reminiscent of Earl Grey, came next.  Our tea trays arrived with wonderful hot, homemade savories: chicken and brown wild rice quiche, blue cheese bites (a warm pastry cup filled peach jam and blue cheese), a cucumber sandwich and an asparagus, provolone and ham roll with balsamic vinaigrette glaze. Even though we had had three courses before this, everyone at our table managed to finish off all the savories!

Dessert tea was “Buccaneer”, a black tea with hints of chocolate and coconut.  The dessert tray contained a decadent peanut butter black bottom, a peaches and cream bar and a fresh fruit kabob - again all homemade and delicious.

By now, completely sated and needing to move, most of us were up gazing at displayed items and shopping for tea when Lisa announced that we had another course coming - a wonderful peach sorbet.  She also told us that they had scones for sale.  After a lot of noisy, and almost ladylike discussion, I think we wiped out the scones.  Lisa also presented us with individually wrapped fudge to take home and a tray of Bistro Brownies made by a friend to sample.   

(continued on page 5)
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The consensus seemed to be that the food was outstanding, the service was superb and this was one of our best teas.  The tea room is small, so we were a bit crowded, but necessary to allow our large group to participate.  I would highly recommend Sweet Simplici-Tea to any friends looking for a delightful afternoon.  Lucky for me, it’s only about 15 minutes from my house.  I’ll definitely be returning!

The Victoria Parlor,  Saturday, September 19, 2009

 by Amy Easley
To anyone who was unable to attend this beautiful home, you need to make sure to schedule a time when you can go to enjoy the ambiance and hospitality.  The tables were absolutely gorgeous with each table decorated with muted fall colored leaves, tablecloths and beautiful plates and cups in fall colors to compliment the colors on the tablecloths.

We were able to pick from a wide variety of hats for anyone who forgot to wear her own and we had time to visit the unique gift shop.  We welcomed our newest members Evelyn Richardson, who was attending her first tea and Dawn Beck, who was actually attending her second event but hadn't been recognized at the Annual Covered Dish.  Both ladies seemed to have an enjoyable time with all of the rest of the Royals!!

The tables were adorned with two pots of brimming hot tea; a decaffeinated cinnamon tea and the other a raspberry tea. Both were full flavored and enjoyable.  We were served a fresh fruit cup with coconut and granola sprinkles followed by green salad served with a poppy seed dressing.  Needless to say the cups and plates were quickly emptied.

A tray of scones were brought to each table containing a chocolate, chocolate chip scone with fresh clotted cream, a tandy cake, and a slice of zucchini bread.  All were delicious and, best of all, there were no calories added to anyone’s waist as quickly as they were enjoyed.

The scones were followed by a sandwich tray containing a vegetable wrap, egg salad on wheat bread, and homemade potato chips.  The conversations were enjoyable and laughter could be heard from every table.  One of our favorite moments was when one member fell off her chair and her partner in crime was wearing the BLING BLING rings for sale on her big toe!!!  Both members quickly pulled it together and remembered that they were Royal-tea!!  The scones were followed by a summer time favorite soup - chicken corn chowder with noodles.  DELICIOUS!!!  Grandma was in the corner smiling!!

When we thought we could not eat another bite, each one was served apple cake with fresh whipped cream!!!  The perfect ending to an absolutely beautiful afternoon with friends!!!
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LONDON and the BRITISH ISLES:  A Trip to Remember

by Roxanne Batterden, Roving Reporter

Royal-tea Club members and friends ventured on our second transatlantic journey from August 20th through September 5, 2009.  Former travelers joined with new travelers to enjoy another spectacular trip!

Part of the group returned to London for a three day visit prior to the Crown Princess cruise to the British Isles!   London is one of my favorite cities and I was thrilled to be able to return with my tea club friends.  

Upon arrival in the city following our British Airways flight, we walked from our Victoria Grosvenor Hotel up Buckingham Palace Road to the official residence of Her Majesty the Queen of England.  Buckingham Palace was open to visitors for the Summer Opening of the State Rooms.  We toured the magnificent State Rooms and saw lavishly furnished rooms with treasures from the Royal Collection - paintings, sculptures, porcelain and English and French furniture.  We also saw the “Queen & Commonwealth: The Royal Tour” collection, which featured 28 of the gowns and dresses worn by Queen Elizabeth on tours of the British Empire countries.  Quite impressive.

Many of us enjoyed delicious pastries and tea at the Garden Cafe at the palace.  The Buckingham Palace gift shop was also a popular destination!  We walked through the beautiful palace gardens and strolled down the streets of the Victoria Station. 

In the evening many of us took taxis across town to the London Palladium theatre to see Sister Act.  We had great seats.  The musical was fantastic and we were all energized as we returned to our hotel.  No one fell asleep during this presentation but two of our ladies missed the Friday night show …. (See page 9, Special Trip Memories, for details!)

Saturday, August 21, 2009  was a beautiful day in London.  The happy travelers went in different directions to meet personal agendas. I was with a group who toured London in an open topped tour bus.  We had a grand time and saw sights we did not see last trip!  We stopped at the Tower of London to tour the medieval, historic Royal Palace and fortress. One of my personal trip agenda items was to see the Crown Jewels, which are on public display at the Tower.  The collection includes ceremonial regalia including coronation crowns, rings, scepters, orbs, and jewels.  Some of the jewels on the crowns were amazing.

We also took a Yeoman Warder, popularly known as a “Beefeater”, tour.  Our female guide delivered impressive tales of intrigue, tragedies, and beheadings!  We saw the ravens of the Tower, one of the most famous sights.  The birds were highly entertaining. Many Baltimore Ravens fans enjoyed the photo opportunity. Some of us enjoyed lunch and tea and scones at the Armouries Restaurant.

We boarded a boat at the Tower Pier and cruised down the River Thames, seeing such sights as the House of Parliament, Big Ben, the London Eye, St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Royal Festival Hall, St. Thomas Hospital (home of Florence Nightingale’s Training School); and Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. We cruised under the Westminster, Jubilee, Charring Cross, London, Tower, and the Millennium Foot bridges!  We then boarded our tour bus for the return trip to our hotel and then to dinner.  About ten of us enjoyed typical British fare, fish and chips at the Shakespeare Restaurant.

Sunday was another great day in London.  Sharon Hart, Marion Coccagna and I were thrilled to see the Palace Guards preparing for the “changing of the guards” ceremony on our walk to St. James Park.  We were “front row” to view the ritual of the inspection of the troops, the band practicing, and the troops marching to the Palace.  It was an awesome sight and we definitely became caught up in the spirit and excitement.

Then, a large contingency was off to Harrods for Sunday shopping and tea!  If you have never been to Harrods, it is almost impossible to describe!  I was totally awed by the food halls alone!  One could literally spend days at Harrods to see it all!  Quite a few ladies returned home with Harrods’ tea themed shopping bags.  The new one is pink and features tea pastries!  

Donna Lerew and I went exploring. We found Laduree Paris, a the’ (tea) salon, patissier, and chocolatier,                       (continued on page 7)
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located on the ground floor of Harrods.  We had to have tea (the’) at the salon, so we enjoyed a refreshing mint iced tea while we waited for our 3 PM formal Afternoon Tea at Harrods’ The Georgian Restaurant.  Five members of the group  (Donna Lerew, Sara Secrest, Diane Hughes, Carol Criss and myself) enjoyed this celebratory tea! Donna was having her 400th tea while Carol enjoyed her very first tea!  It was a lovely tea and no one left hungry!  We were served typical tea fare and the sandwiches and desserts were delicious.  Several of us came home with the special Harrods’ specialty tea, the Georgian blend.

Several of our travelers went to Westminster Abbey that evening to enjoy an organ recital. We also were thrilled to meet RTC member Dawn K. who was on vacation. She met us at our hotel’s restaurant for a fun dinner.  

Monday morning we boarded our coach to travel to Southhampton, England to board the Crown Princess.  We made several enjoyable stops.  We went to Chawton to tour the Jane Austen House.  Many of our group members came home with a limited edition 200th Anniversary Jane Austen at Chawton fine bone china tea cup and saucer.  I adore mine!

We went to Winchester and took a guided tour of the magnificent Winchester Cathedral. Jane Austen died in this city in 1817 and is buried in the cathedral.  There is a memorial plaque dedicated to her. The grounds of the cathedral are lovely, as is the City of Winchester.  I would love to spend more time visiting this area (perhaps, another trip!)

Our excitement escalated as we headed for Southhampton, seeing more of the English countryside.  We boarded the ship, found our staterooms, participated in the muster drill and met as a group for dinner at the Michelangelo dining room.  We were all thrilled to receive a wonderful gift from trip planner and club member, Patty Suchy. Patty commissioned club member, Sarah Markey, to paint a picture of the British Isle Cruise including the ports of call.  Note cards were made and given to each person. What a wonderful gift and trip memory!  (Sarah is a very talented but humble artist!)

Day one of the cruise found us on the Isle of Guernsey.  Most of us took the excursion to the island. We were taken by tender boats from the main ship to St. Peter Port.  This was an interesting trip as there were large wave swells and the small boat was rocking vigorously!  We took a bus tour around the lovely island and saw the German bunkers from World War II. Many of us read the book “The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society” prior to the trip. (recommended reading for readers of this article!)  One of the highlights of this excursion was seeing The Little Chapel, which is described as the smallest chapel in the world.  It was built by a monk and made from shells, pebbles, and china chards.  It was adorable! We also saw the island “girls”, the Guernsey cows.  

We returned to the ship by tender just in time to enjoy the cruise’s first Afternoon Tea!  This was also the ship’s first formal night.  It was amazing to see how lovely everyone looked!  We had rough waters sailing the English Channel towards Cobh, Ireland thanks to Hurricane Bill!

Day two … Ireland!  The travelers went on different trip excursions.  Many were sighted at the Blarney Castle kissing the famous Blarney stone! (There are pictures of proof!) Others were seen at the Mill shopping for Irish woolens and souvenirs!  One tour went to the picturesque town of Kinsale.  There were adorable shops in the village.  This same group enjoyed a typical Irish lunch which featured Irish stew, Irish soda bread, Irish beer, and Irish cheese cake.  We were entertained by the Irish Weavers and an Irish Dance troupe.  Very enjoyable!

Day three took us to Dublin, Ireland.  Various tours took the cruisers to see the beautiful Ireland countryside to see sheep, lochs (lakes), and linen mills.  Some ladies stayed on board the ship and walked into the City of Dublin for a shopping and tea experience!  That night, Hurricane Bill caused some problems for our ship and we were not able to leave port at the designated time causing us to arrive late at the port of Liverpool.

Day four was disappointing for some as we were not able to go on our planned excursions due to late port arrival.  A large group was scheduled to go to Wales that day and I was going to the England’s Lake District!  (So…  perhaps another trip needs to be   (continued on page 8)
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planned.)  Many people headed into the City of Liverpool for a walking tour and shopping.  The Beatles Museum was a favorite destination. 

On day five, we were in Greenock, Scotland.  Oh what a beautiful country!  Travelers headed out on tours to see the countryside… the land of heather and thistle!  This day was an absolute highlight of my trip.  Over 13 tour buses from the Crown Princess headed to Edinburgh to attend the 60th Military Tattoo. We had a beautiful scenic drive through the countryside to Glasgow and then to Edinburgh.  We saw a full rainbow following rain showers, the magnificent Stirling Castle, fields of grazing sheep and cows, and charming homes and farms.  Once in Edinburgh we saw the crescents of town houses and beautiful old architecture.  The tattoo was held at the Esplanade of the Edinburgh Castle.  The 90 minute musical tribute featured multiple military bands from around the world. There were over 200 bagpipers who wore different plaid kilts and scarves from their own clans.  The show was amazing and during the finale, there were over 1,000 musicians playing!  The program was a tribute to Scottish poet Robert Burns and much of the music was based on his writings (i.e., Auld Lang Syne)  We were so thrilled with the program that the Royal-tea Club is planning a trip to a Military Tattoo in Virginia in April 2010!  More details to come.

During the night our ship sailed from Scotland to Belfast, Ireland.   Once again, people disembarked the ship and headed out on excursions.  There are many remnants of the war between Protestants and Catholics remaining in Belfast.  Some people described the city as “being on the brink of revival.”  

On day seven, we were at sea.  A large group of us enjoyed lunch at the English Lounge which featured British pub fare of fish and chips and cottage pie. We had Afternoon Tea on the ship and enjoyed on board entertainment and shopping!  This was also the evening of our second formal dinner.

Day eight took us back to Scotland - this time to the Highlands area.  Several groups took tours to the beautiful Loch Ness (Lake Ness - home of Nessie, the famous loch creature). We drove through the Scottish countryside - we saw seals lying on the shores after eating their breakfast of fish; fields of heather, mountains, lochs, firths (estuaries) and forths (rivers).  Beautiful.  We drove through charming little villages.  One of the villages, Alness, had flowers everywhere  - hanging baskets, window baskets, gardens, paintings.  It was spectacular.  

One group toured the ruins of the Urqhart Castle, which is situated on Loch Ness, and also the Cawdor Castle. This castle was built in the 12th century and has been owned by the same family.  The castle was very “home like”.  The grounds and gardens were magnificent.  When we returned to board the ship, there was a Scottish musical group to greet us.

On day nine, we required another tender boat to get us to shore to the South Queensferry Port in Scotland.  We boarded coaches for trips into Edinburgh.  I chose The Royal Experience tour which featured a tour of the Royal Yacht Britannia and Holyrood Palace, as well as a guided tour through the city.    Donna Lerew and Sarah Markey were fortunate to have a cream tea aboard the yacht!   It was quite interesting to see the yacht which the British Royal Family used from 1953 until 1999, when it was de-commissioned.   There were many family pictures including the famous picture of Princess Diana with her arms out stretched to greet her children.  The yacht was fascinating to see.  

The Holyrood Palace, abbey ruins and garden tour was also quite interesting.  We saw the ornate palace, including the rooms of Mary Queen of Scots and heard the stories of the family members of the House of Stuart. We also drove down The Royal Mile and saw the Edinburgh Castle during daylight.  Our tour guide regaled us with many historic stories and pointed out famous residences, including the former home of the J. K. Rowling, author of the Harry Potter series, and Conan Doyle of Sherlock Holmes fame.

Day ten turned out to be a disappointing day. Our itinerary included a stop at Le Havre, France; however, Hurricane Danny was now causing problems in the seas.  Ship captain Nick, made the tough decision to abort the trip to France.  Thanks to rough waters in the North Sea due to gale force 9 winds, we returned to  (continued on page 9)
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Southhampton by heading North and sailing along the coast of Scotland and back the way we came!  We were saddened that we were not going to see our chosen destinations in France, but our safe return to Southhampton was more important than seeing Paris. (I am still trying to convince myself!)

So days ten and eleven were spent at sea giving us plenty of time to enjoy ship activities and shows, do some shopping, reading and watching movies and time to have two more on board Afternoon teas!  Someone was even heard howling at the full moon!

On Saturday, September 5th we disembarked the Crown Princess, boarded a coach and headed to Heathrow Airport.  Some of our travelers even went on a final excursion to Stonehenge.   The tea club travelers had a safe flight back to American soil.  We would once again like to thank our very own member, Patty Suchy, for planning our fabulous trip!  I think there is a group ready and waiting for our next transatlantic tea club adventure! 

LONDON and BRITISH ISLES CRUISE SPECIAL MEMORIES

by Roxanne Batterden, Roving Reporter

Patty Suchy of Novel Explorations and member of our tea club planned our most recent trip to London and cruise to the British Isles.  Each person was able to make the trip special by choosing excursions that piqued their interest. 

We always have interesting and sometimes amusing stories to share.  Here are a few of the interesting tales!

This trip was nicknamed the “Tour of the Walking Wounded”!  Sally Brown joined the trip with her “walking shoe” from a fracture she sustained just weeks before the trip!  Mary Stempinski was not able to join us on the trip.  Her doctor would not release her to fly or cruise following an upper respiratory infection.  We all were so disappointed for Mary!  Ann Potter required cane assistance especially on some of those walking excursions.  Marion Coccagna was able to travel following double knee replacements.  She did fantastic!

Carol Criss, one of our Georgia travelers, saw more of Buckingham Palace than the rest of us!  She had an “event” on the steps of the palace and ended up in the palace infirmary for a brief visit. (a combination of jet lag, fatigue, and no food!)

One of our travelers ended up in an emergency room in London!  Our “Head Tea Pot “, Sharon Hart, took an unfortunate tumble in front of the Palladium Theatre.  We are still trying to figure out how she ended up with a gaping wound in her knee and no tear to her slacks.  She can now attest to the state of the British healthcare system after receiving sutures to her knee.  Marion Coccagna accompanied her to the St. Thomas Hospital Emergency Room.  All was not lost, as they saw a naked woman posing as a statue at Trafalgar Square en route to the hospital!  The theatre allowed them to return on Saturday evening to see “Sister Act”.  They would have been very upset had they not been able to see this fabulous musical!

There was a group of five in a small London taxi returning from seeing “Sister Act” - the driver made a U turn in the middle of clogged London traffic and nearly scared them to death!  This was followed by high speeds, even around curves, back to the hotel.  They think they were on two wheels, but their eyes were closed!

Our Roving Reporter, Roxanne Batterden, had a little set back on the trip and was confined to her stateroom for three + days with the “dastardly d”… she blames it on all of the rich food which she normally does not eat.  It sure did cramp her style.  She read three books and saw more movies than she has viewed in years!  She sends thanks to her roommate Sara Secrest for taking such good care of her and also to fellow travelers for the lovely “sorrow gifts”.  

(continued on page 10)
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LONDON and BRITISH ISLES CRUISE SPECIAL MEMORIES (continued)

Then, there was Diane Hughes who tumbled over a cement road marker while we were in Edinburgh in the midst of the Tattoo crowd.  

But, no one can beat Sally Brown who either fell out of bed or was tossed out due to rough seas; who gracefully fell out of a seat on the bus; and who fell off a curb in Cobh, Ireland!  (We now understand how she broke her foot prior to the trip!)  Plus, Sally was on the coach returning from Stonehenge when someone threw two rocks through the coach window necessitating a new coach.  Luckily, the driver maintained control and no one was injured!

Kathy and Gerry Dicken once again had lost luggage!  This time it was only one bag!

Marion "Madhatter" Coccagna has again been crowned Queen of the Charity Shops and Great Buys!  She came home with some great treasures, including a pink hat!

The theater group, Patty Suchy, Maureen Posth, Sara-Ellen Akers, and Joyce Tyler saw several plays while we were in London.  In addition to “Sister Act”, these ladies saw the Saturday matinee show of "Priscilla," and an evening presentation of "Oliver."  They also went to Royal Albert Hall on Sunday afternoon.

Paid Advertisement

  A Country Tea
       Tea Room & Gifts

Enjoy the sights and sounds of the country
      in picturesque New Freedom, PA. 

   Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 

Showers, Private Parties, Bridal Teas,
          Holiday Teas and Tour 

       Reservations: (717) 235-6511

           www.acountrytea.com
       Hosts Susan and Ken Freese
HELLO FROM LAURA CHILDS

Many of you are familiar with the Tea Shop Mystery books written by Laura Childs.  Perhaps you have read one of her Scrapbooking Mysteries or one of the Cackleberry Club books.  One of our members has so enjoyed the Tea Shop Mystery series that she decided to send the author an e-mail telling her just that.

Imagine Helen Henning's surprise when she actually received a reply!  Laura said, "I'm delighted you're enjoying all the mysteries.  Quite an honor for me!"  

In the past, Laura has gracious donated quite a few autographed copies of her books to our club and they have been given out as door prizes.  Jo Ann Ruffin won one on our trip to Charleston last year.  (The Tea Shop Mystery series takes place in Charleston.)  We gave away five copies of Laura's books at the Covered Dish event this year.  The winners were Sherry Prokurat, Florence McManus, Jan Myers, Barbara Hudgins, and Linda Smith.

If you would like to tell Laura how much you enjoy her books, particularly if you were a book winner, you may contact her at laura@laurachilds.com.
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Member Focus

 Featuring Donna Lerew

     York, Pennsylvania

This second “Member Focus” features Royal-tea Club Committee member Donna Lerew.  Donna is one of the founding/charter members of the tea club.  Donna was a member of the former Queen’s Tea Club and was one of the ladies who wanted to continue a tea club  (….AND,  we are so glad she joined along with Sharon Hart, Dottie Johnson, Helen Henning and Shirley Calp to make sure a tea club continued!)

“Lady Lerew”, as Donna is known, says she found her “passion in life” - going to tea!  Tea is a way of life for Donna.  In fact, she recently celebrated her 400th tea!  Yes …four hundred teas!  How does she know she has been to 400 teas?  Donna keeps a detailed tea journal.  She can tell you the name of the tea room, the tea menu, the teas served and who she took tea with for all 400 teas!  Her 400th tea was celebrated in a special tea venue at the Georgian Room at Harrod’s in London. (See the British Isles - Trip to Remember article for more details.)

Donna’s very first tea was at the Drake Hotel in Chicago in June 1999.  She recalls that it was very elegant with a harpist playing by the fountain in the lounge during tea.   She said it was a wonderful introduction to the practice of taking tea.  Donna has enjoyed tea in England, Ireland, Scotland, Bermuda, three cruise ships and fourteen states.

When I asked her what her most treasured tea memory or tea item was, she replied, “The trip to Bath, the Cotswolds, and London that was sponsored by the tea club in 2007. The scenery, the tea, the history, and the ladies in the group were all wonderful. We can never repeat that experience!”   She also reminded me that we had 19 teas during the trip - which was perfect for tea-passionate Donna.

What is Donna’s number one favorite “local” tea room?  It is Anna’s Tea Room in Glenville, Pa.  She loves Anna’s because Brenda Lucas always serves seafood and the food is consistently delicious. She also enjoys going to Anna’s as a member of the “Tea Trio” (Roni Lynch and Roxanne Batterden are the other two members of the trio who go to Anna’s monthly to experience each one of her menus - for either the Afternoon Tea or Breakfast tea).  Donna also cited that Brenda’s husband Barry greets the ladies and in bad weather even escorts the ladies with an umbrella!

Donna is another collector of all things tea, just like our first featured member Pat Easter.  She especially loves teacups and teapots.  She is on a mission to find more McCormick tea pots. She has four and she wants more colors of the teapots to add to her collection. She has a friend who has over 30 McCormick teapots. This friend started Donna’s collection for her by giving her a maroon one, complete with infuser, as a Christmas gift.

Ms. Lerew says, “I enjoy every tea. Sitting and relaxing with a good cuppa and conversing with friends is a delightful way to spend an afternoon.  If the world stopped for tea every afternoon, we would all be healthier, happier, less stressed and more productive.”  I couldn’t agree more with Lady Lerew’s “words of tea wisdom!!”
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TEA ROOM RECIPE

PARTY CHICKEN SALAD

(from Marian Miller, Lavender Patch B & B)

1 cup chopped pecans

1/2 cup mayonnaise

1/4 cup minced sweet onion

2 Tbsp chopped fresh basil

1/2 tsp salt

1/2 tsp ground pepper

4 cups cooked, chopped chicken breast

4 fresh firm ripe peaches, peeled and diced

fresh basil sprigs and fresh blackberries for garnish

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Bake pecans in a single layer on a baking sheet 5 to 7 minutes or until lightly toasted and fragrant. 

Stir together mayonnaise and next 4 ingredients in a bowl.  Fold in pecans, chicken, and peaches.  Cover and chill 2 hours.  Serve on a bed of baby lettuce tossed with blackberries.

The juice from the peaches adds a sweet note to this dish . 

TEA TIDBITS

Submitted by Patty Suchy
Growing up, Queen Victoria had a very strict governess who believed that taking tea and reading The Times had a devilish effect on people.  The Queen's first words, upon hearing of her succession to the throne, were, "Bring me a cup of tea and The Times!"  When her servants immediately honored her request, she knew then that she truly reigned.  She was Queen of England from 1837 to 1901.

Paid Advertisement

  Marietta 44th Annual 

Candlelight Tour of Homes

   Sunday, December 6th, 2009

          11:00 AM - 7:00 PM

For tickets or more information,

      contact Darlene Pruett

           717-426-4048

www.mariettarestoration.org

Marian Miller's Lavender Patch 

            Bed & Breakfast 

    will be one of the homes 

             on the tour

RECIPE for FRIENDSHIP

Submitted by Roxanne Batterden
Blend conversation,

laughter, and fun together.

Add trust and acceptance

and mix well.

Stirring gently,

soften with teardrops

and sweeten

with understanding.

Sprinkle generously

with favorite memories,

decorate with hugs

and smiles, and enjoy!

