The Royal-tea Club

Summer – July 8, 2010

www.TheRoyal-teaClub.org                717-332-5851                   email: TheRoyalteaClub@aol.com
                           105 Frog Pond Hollow Abbottstown Pa 17301 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Editor's Note

Upcoming Club Events   

Club Trips Review

Reviews of Past Events

Travel News             

Club Member News   / Condolences

Member Focus

Tea Room Recipe        

Next Publishing Date

Tea Tip

House of Hope

Membership List Additions, Changes and Corrections 

Door Prizes Needed

Volunteers Needed

Survey Results

Paid Advertisement


We bring the joy of Afternoon Tea to you!

         Sandy Guilbeaux

1-717-779-5836 TeaTimeTreats@aol.com
        www.yoursettoatea.com/sguilbeaux
Have A Cream Tea At Home....

      Earn FREE Tea Items and Enjoy !!! 

You Set 'Your' Tea Table for your Friends, Scones and Tea... 

and I Bring The Scones To Bake At Your Home.. 

           YUMMM..  Can You Smell Them ??? 

and I bring the Tea...  Catalogs and Tea Pretties. 

            For Your Friends To Order 

and You Sit Back, Enjoy 'Your' Tea and Scones, 

            While Your Friends Order and 

          You Earn ' FREE' Tea Pretties !!

EDITOR'S NOTE

I hope you are staying cool with all this hot weather!  Personally, I am staying indoors with lots of iced, not hot, tea.  In this newsletter, we have some very special new events coming up.  Don't delay making your reservations!  Some will fill really fast.  And my favorite event, the club's Covered Dish Luncheon, is next week.  I so love getting a chance to chat with everyone.

On a personal note, I have two requests of you.  One, please, as a courtesy to my husband, do not call me before 9:00 AM or after 9:00 PM.  He has problems sleeping and is easily disturbed.  Also, if you want to send me an electronic card, joke, interesting e-mail, prayer request, etc., please do not use the club's e-mail.  I do enjoy getting these, but I would prefer you use the club's e-mail just for club business.  My personal e-mail address is in the club directory.  Please use that for all other e-mails.

Teafully,

Sharon

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We could still use one or two more people to assist with set up for the Covered Dish on Friday, July 16th. Time to be determined. 

We are also looking for two people to supervise putting items on the Silent Auction tables and to collect the money after the auction. 

HOUSE OF HOPE

In May, at the request of member Susan Snyder, the club donated the use of our two large hot water urns to a tea fund-raiser for the House of Hope.  They raised $1,750 for their ministry for troubled teens and their families.  We were glad to be able to help.
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2010 UPCOMING ROYAL-TEA CLUB EVENTS
· Address and telephone number for each establishment is provided should you need directions. 


· Reservations may ONLY be made through the Tea Club. 


· Prices always include tax and tip.


· The cutoff date for each tea is the last date reservations may be canceled and still get a refund or credit.


· Make checks payable to The Royal-tea Club! 

Reservations are now being taken for the following events:
Saturday, July 17th, 12 Noon - Fifth Annual Covered Dish Tea Luncheon - This is a favorite event for many.  Read about past events at the club web site (http://www.theroyal-teaclub.org/pages/teareview.htm.)  Katy Lemmer volunteered to organize this year's event and has made sunflowers her theme.  She is making edible favors and approximately 25 centerpieces which will be given as door prizes.  We will once again have autographed books from Laura Childs to give away.  As it was the first two years, we will have no special entertainment. 

There will be a Silent Auction and a used book table.  If you are unable to attend the covered dish, but would like to donate auction items or books, please contact Sharon or any of the committee members. 

This is an indoor air conditioned event, NOT A PICNIC!  We will again gather at Codorus Church of the Brethren located off Interstate 83 just south of York, a very convenient location for all.  Reservations must be made. 

Please bring a dish to be shared, as well as your recipe.  We will furnish tea bags and lots of hot water, as well as cold teas.  If you would prefer loose, please bring your own tea pot and teas.  Many bring their own cups and saucers!  Member Price: $5.00, non-refundable. Price for non-members: $7.50, non-refundable. Address: 1129 Dunkard Valley Road, Loganville, PA. (Use Dallastown if using MapQuest or GPS). Telephone number: 717-332-5851. Cutoff date: July 16th. Number of seats: 100, Number of seats available: 40 

Saturday, August 21st, 12:00 Noon - We will enjoy tea and a craft at the historic Sinking Springs Herb Farm and Retreat (www.sinkingsprings.com). Our hostess, Ann Stubb, will provide us with scones, sandwiches, dessert and both hot and iced teas with additional sandwich fillings should you want more sandwiches or you may have them as a salad.  She will also teach us how to make a mini sachet using herbs from her gardens.  Plus, Chesapeake City is nearby for shopping and strolling along the waterfront.  Member Price: $23.00. Price for non-members: $25.50. Address: 843 Elk Forest Road, Elkton, MD. Telephone Number: 443-553-4618. Cutoff date: August 11th. Number of seats: 33. Number of seats available: 0. A waiting list is being taken. 

Saturday, September 11th, 12:00 Noon - It has been quite a while since we have visited this tea room, The Joy Garden. Come join us in member Nancy Swingler's beautiful gazebo. Member Price: $28.00. Price for non-members: $30.50. Address: 13228 Frank Road, New Freedom, PA. Telephone Number: 717-227-1254. Cutoff date: August 11th. Number of seats: 30. Number of seats available: 30 

SPECIAL EVENT!

Saturday, October 2nd, 1:00 PM, or Saturday, October 9th, 1:00 PM - On each of these dates we will be going back in time to the 1860's as we make our first visit to The Cross and Blue Bird Tea Room located in an historic 1700's farm house. This tea room is located on the Tate Farm in Hunterstown just next to Gettysburg.  We will be joined by General and Mrs. Julia Grant portrayed by living historians.  I am told they have a very special surprise in store for us!  Member Price: $31.75.  Price for non-members: $34.25. Address: 1975 Shrivers Corner Road, Hunterstown, PA. Telephone Number: 717-339-0903. Cutoff date: September 22nd. Number of seats: 16. Number of seats available: 16 

Saturday, October 23rd, 1:00 PM  - Two years ago some of us visited Moulin de Paris for an evening tea.  It was fabulous.  We are going again and on a Saturday to enable more people to enjoy this lovely tea.  Member Price:  $26.50.  Price for non-members:  $29.00.  Address: 31 Magothy Beach Road, Pasadena, MD.  Telephone Number:  443-817-2942.  Cutoff date:  October 13th.  Number of seats:  80.  Number of seats available: 80
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Saturday, November 13th, 1:00 PM - I am sure member Nancy Reppert will have many delicious surprises for us as we return once again to Sweet Remembrances Tea Room.  Member Price: $23.00. Price for non-members: $25.50. Address: 118 South Market Street, Mechanicsburg, PA. Telephone Number: 717-697-5785. Cutoff date: November 3rd. Number of seats: 40. Number of seats available: 40. 

FALL PUBLISHING DATE
The fall issue will be out mid-October. Contact Sharon Hart if your newsletter has not been received by the end of the month. 

CLUB MEMBER NEWS
So much has happened these past couple of months. Please forgive me if I have left anyone out. My brain doesn't work quite as good as it used to. Diane Cochran-Adams had surgery for encephalitis April 27th. I have heard she is much improved. Anna's Tea Room owner Brenda Lucas had extensive sinus surgery April 22nd. Amy Easley continues her battle by recently undergoing more surgery as well as chemotherapy. Carol Hough was hospitalized early June for cellulitis. Ana Forshee sprained not only one, but two ankles, but is recovering. Bernie Taylor injured her hand and must wear a cast for several weeks.  Diane Calhoun has not been well and is dealing with a lengthy illness. Samantha and Kyle Burton welcomed their first born, Simon Alexander, on May 9th. Simon is also the first grandchild for Sally Brown. Shirley Calp welcomed one new great-granddaughter and is awaiting another any day. Linda Smith became a grandmother for the fourth time, welcoming granddaughter Macie. Vera McCann underwent cataract surgery late April and early May. She is so thankful to be able to see clearly again. 

CONDOLENCES
Our beloved tea friend, Pat Easter, passed away April 24th. She was the very first person to be featured in our Member Focus articles. She loved all things tea and even requested a tea cup and saucer be placed in her coffin. Dotty Hughes’ mother-in-law passed away March 17th, two weeks after her 89th birthday. Carol Hough's brother passed away April 23rd. 

TRAVEL NEWS 


Tea by the Sea September 22 – 25

Tea in three different states, MD, DE, and NJ! We will head to Maryland's Eastern Shore where we will first stop in the town of Berlin, MD for shopping and tea. Our second day will take us to Ocean City's 26th Annual Sunfest. On our third day we will venture to Rehoboth, DE to visit the outlets as well as have tea at the Boardwalk Plaza Hotel. Then we're off to Lewes, DE where we will board the ferry to Cape May, NJ. On our fourth and final day, we will tour Cape May, the Physick Estate, and have tea at The Butterfly Tea Room. While there we will be visited by John Phillips Sousa (a living historian) and learn about his life. Trip flyers are available by contacting Sharon Hart or on our web site, www.theroyal-teaclub.org/pages/teatrips.htm. There are still 14 seats available. Don't miss out!


We have one person who is looking for a roommate.

If you are interested in this trip, please contact Krouse Travel, toll free 1-877-244-6410. 
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Member Focus: Sharon Walter
Street (Harford County), Maryland
by Roxanne Batterden 

Sharon Walter was a member of the original Queen's Tea Club. She attended the very last tea held at A Country Tea and she recalls Sharon Hart volunteering to continue a tea club. Hence, the beginning of our Royal-tea Club! 

She joined the tea club because of her love of the celebration of 'tea,' spending quality time with friends, making new friends and having the ability to visit many tea rooms that she may not have gone to otherwise. She travels to teas with a group of friends from northern Harford and Baltimore counties. This group of friends, Becki Lorden, Janice Humphreys, and Bernie Battaglia, say that half the fun is traveling tot he club's events because they always seem to have an adventure! (I am sure many can relate to this!) 

In her 'real life' Sharon is a reading intervention para-educator with Harford County Schools. She is involved in her church and had been a kindergarten teacher for 25 years. In her spare time she enjoys reading Laura Childs' Tea Shop Mystery books, needlework, jewelry making, scrap booking, travel, and time spent with grandchildren and friends. 

Mrs. Walter is one of our 'behind-the-scenes' members. She quietly donated many door prizes over the years. As a matter of fact, if you attend this month's tea, you may be the recipient of one of her lovely creations. Sharon was a member of the decorating crew for our second Covered Dish Tea Luncheon. If you attended, you may recall the lovely stamped bookmarks - made by Sharon! Sharon is exceptionally talented and creative. Next time you see her at a tea, check out her jewelry. She may have crafted it herself! 

Sharon has hosted many teas. She enjoys creating the menus, centerpieces and gifts for her guests. One memorable tea is the 'Old Lady's Tea' she hosted for Becki Lorden's 40th birthday. What fun it was for all guests to dress as 'old ladies.' She has also hosted bible study, Valentine, Christmas, and St. Patrick's Day teas. The best teas are the ones she hosts for the grandchildren. She recalls one was a Garden Bug Tea held at a playground! Sharon added that there may not always be tea in the pot, but the children have gotten the idea that a 'tea' is a time to come together with friends and create new memories. 

Sharon's favorite local tea room is Tea by Two in Bel Air. She states, "It always seems like home when I visit." She says her favorite tea room of all times changes as life progresses. At the moment it is The Royal Tea Room in La Plata, MD. Sharon, Becki, and Bernie went on a tea 'road trip.' Sharon was on crutches following ankle surgery and states, "The tea room could not have been more inviting. The service was fantastic as was the food. The owner of this tea room was so very friendly. It was like knowing her for years." 

Sharon also described going to tea at Alice's Tea Cup in New York City recently for a Sunday brunch tea. She said Alice's Wonderland came alive in this charming tea room! 

Sharon stated, "What tea items don't I collect? I love to collect recipes and try them out on friends." She has a 'good' collection of tea cups and loves to have her friends choose their tea cup when they come for tea. She received so many as gifts that she narrowed her collection to Shelley and Foley tea cups! 

I asked Sharon about her most treasured tea memory. She stated it was her very first tea! She traveled to Florida to see her sister who she had not seen in many years. Her sister held a surprise theme tea in Sharon's honor so all her fiends could meet her. These dear ladies stayed in character for over two hours. 
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They also dressed Sharon as an 'old lady' and took her to a quilt shop! On this trip to Florida Sharon bought her first tea cup as a memory of that special time. It is a Royal Albert with sunflowers. This is Sharon's treasured tea item both for the memory it holds and for the beginning of a passion that has brought her such great joy! 

REVIEWS OF PAST EVENTS


Sweet Simplici-TEAS 
by Roxanne Batterden


By popular demand, the tea club returned to Sweet Simplici-TEAS Tea Room in April. On Saturday, the 10th, a large group of members traveled to Carroll County, MD. to enjoy tea in the historic Sykesville Victorian tea room.


The tea meal was started with an appetizer plate of vegetables and dip with cheese and crackers. A different tea was served with each course of the meal. We enjoyed Simply Victorian, Lemon Grass Green tea, and Buccaneer tea was served with dessert.


A delicious spinach salad with homemade poppy seed dressing tickled our taste buds. The savory was a crustless spinach and cheese quiche served at room temperature. The creative sandwiches included salmon mousse and cucumber, cherry chicken salad, and strawberry cream cheese and ham with an edible flower.


Desserts were the tea room’s signature Spring sugar cookie, a fruit and lavender pound cake on skewer, and a mini cheese cake. For a final touch, our taste buds were once again tickled with lemon sorbet!


Everyone enjoyed shopping in the gift shop, as well as several unique stores downtown, including The Sly Fox Sly Finds! Great gifts and jewelry!!


Lavender Patch B & B
by Donna Lerew


It was a beautiful spring day to visit the Lavender Patch. The view from member Marian Miller's tea room looking out over the rolling fields and gardens was delightful. 


We started our tea on the enclosed porch with appetizers and Marian's garden tea. Inside we started with an orange thyme madeleine and chilled mango soup. Sandwiches followed: sun dried tomato crostini, cucumber and goat cheese, zesty turkey rollups and 'BLT's' with bacon and cream cheese stuffed grape tomato. An orzo salad with asparagus, peas, feta cheese and a lemon vinaigrette followed. Lavender scones with lemon curd and clotted cream soon arrived. Dessert included an apricot dipped in chocolate and pineapple lemon salad. 


Teas were an herbal strawberry cream (herbal) and Earl Grey cream. 

Beebe's
by Donna Lerew


This is a small tea room hidden south of Hanover. Seventeen members attended tea on Monday and 16 members came Wednesday. A gentleman entertained us on the keyboard throughout the evening. 


Everyone choose their own tea. I choose Paris. The tea started with a salad of greens with strawberry, pecans and a poppyseed yogurt dressing. A black current scone with almond cream and strawberry jam came next. The soup of the evening was asparagus lemon. 
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A three tier tray had egg salad sandwich, shrimp with Australian cheese on pumpernickel, sweets including strawberry shortcake, orange strudel, fresh fruit, almond cookie, lemon curd in phyllo cup and chocolate raspberry trifle. 


We had a very relaxing evening with good food in a lovely setting. It is worth a trip to have tea at Beebe's.


Anna’s Tea Room 
by Roxanne Batterden


Once again our ladies enjoyed tea at Anna’s Tea Room in Glen Rock, PA. Two groups had tea on the evenings of May 25th and 27th. Tearoom owner, member and hostess Brenda Lucas, greeted everyone with a smile and a cold glass of iced tea!


Each person selected their own pot of tea. The meal started with a chicken salad on arugula served with a yogurt basil vinaigrette. The delicious Springtime soup with asparagus was accompanied by a toasted French garlic bread. The meal featured a yummy Maryland crab cake on saltine. Brenda also served a cucumber on white bread with herbed cream cheese and a delicious ham, turkey and Swiss cheese wrap with lettuce and a savory spread. The bread course was a sweet bread served with clotted cream and jam. Our dessert was a delicious light and fluffy lemon mousse made with homemade whipped cream, topped off the tea! Also of note, the tearoom’s garden was beautiful! 

British Belle Tea Room
by Roxanne Batterden


The British Belle Tea Room was a great find for our tea enthusiasts! On Saturday, June 12th, we traveled to Newark DE. to enjoy tea in this beautifully decorated traditional tea room. A group of our Washington DC area members were glad they made the trip! 
The tearoom’s 'High Tea' offered a choice of a delicious salad or spicy Maryland Crab Soup. Each was served with a homemade cheese twirl stick. We were served three teas: a traditional black English Breakfast tea, a Mojito (lime and mint) or a strawberry infused green tea. I really enjoyed the Mojito. This was not a tea I would have selected from the menu, so it was nice trying a new tea. The ladies at my table agreed this would make a delicious iced tea! 
A highlight of the tea was the delicious Signature Turkey Pastry. Turkey sausage was wrapped in pastry with cream cheese, chive, Dijon and horse radish. The vanilla scones were served with the usual clotted cream, lemon curd and preserves. The featured sandwiches were egg salad on wheat, cucumber and cream cheese and poppy seed chicken salad. The meal ended with assorted desserts. No one went home hungry. 
A unique feature of this tearoom is that they prepare tea left in the pot in to go cups so that you can continue to enjoy your tea on the drive home! 


The Tea Trolley
by Roxanne Batterden


The tea club went to tea at The Tea Trolley, located in a large historic home on Main Street in Delta, on the beautiful summer evening of June 30th. Thirty eight members and guests had a lovely tea. We traveled across country roads to find this new tea room.


The consensus of the group is that we will return! Each table selected two teas to sample. The ladies at my table tried the Peach and the Almond Cookie. Each was very flavorful! The meal started with a delicious roasted vegetable and pasta soup in a tomato base. The three tiered server’s top plate featured the piping hot English scones. These were large, sprinkled with powdered sugar, and served with clotted cream, lemon curd and strawberry jam. 
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The bottom tier held the sandwiches of cheese and chutney on wheat, a mini BLT on crostini and a chicken and grape salad on white. The sweets included a lemon bar, blueberry tart, peanut butter mouse in a white chocolate cup, topped by a peanut, and a moist brownie topped with whipped cream and a strawberry slice!


The tearoom owner, Rachel, is from Northern England and we all enjoyed listening to her speak as she explained the menu. For many ladies, we thought we had returned to England!

Spring Time Travels

by Roxanne Batterden, Roving Reporter

Members of the tea club traveled on a day trip to Washington, DC and a weekend trip to the Norfolk and Williamsburg, VA area in April and May.

The trip to Virginia, hosted by Donna Lerew, from April 30 through May 2, featured attendance at the 14th annual Virginia International Tattoo which was a musical tribute to military families.  There were over 900 performers.  Guest artists included the French North West Region Army Band, Band of the Netherlands Mounted Arms Regiment, Republic of Korea Traditional Army Band featuring the Kim Misook Korean Dance Team, Highland and Islands Highland Dancers, The Massed Pipes and Drums of the Canadian Forces, United States Navy Fleet Forces Band, United States Marine Corp Band, and the United States Army Training and Doctrine Command Band.  It was an awesome, entertaining program.  Everyone left the venue feeling proud and patriotic!

We also enjoyed two lovely teas.  The Victoria Station in Hampton, VA, featured an afternoon tea. A highlight of the meal included their signature chicken salad made with pineapple, celery, honey Dijon mustard, and a touch of curry, served on a mini croissant.  The second tea, the 'Grand Tea,' was held at the First Ladies Tea Parlor at the President’s Park in Williamsburg.  A lovely afternoon tea was enjoyed with delicious food and scones.

Everyone was able to individualize this trip by selecting whether to visit Colonial Williamsburg and/or go shopping at the Prime Outlets or the Antique Mall.  I enjoyed the outdoor market at Colonial Williamsburg and then some shopping at the Prime Outlets.  The entire group went to the Yankee Candle Village to shop. 

Member Linda Smith provided entertainment with her tea trivia game which lasted the entire trip.  Everyone won a prize including the gentlemen travelers!  Barb Kitzmiller’s granddaughter, Morgan Stambaugh, was our very own 'Vanna White,' assisting Linda with prize delivery.  Morgan had a grand time shopping with her grandmother!

Our day trip to Washington, DC, hosted by Dottie Johnson, was taken on the beautiful day of May 6th.  We could not have asked for a more beautiful day to stroll the gardens at Brookside Gardens and the National Arboretum.  The trip’s highlight was enjoying our tea meal dinner at ching ching CHA, a Chinese tea house on Wisconsin Avenue in Washington.  We had a delightful culinary and cultural experience!  The food was delicious and we enjoyed watching the servers demonstrate the tea ritual.  Each different type of tea had its' own brewing and serving method.   Some of our ladies and gents even enjoyed the meal seated on cushions on the floor at a low table.

Our spring time ventures were quite successful and we have great ideas for trips for next year!

SURVEY SAYS

Thanks to the forty three club members who took the time to complete the 2010 Club Survey!  The results confirmed the 'Committee’s' suspicions.  We are indeed a group with different expectations, views, and favorite tea rooms!

Food quality was the number one most important feature selected by our members, followed by ambiance and location.  Most of the responders stated they are willing to pay for bus travel to a distant tea room.  Favorite tea rooms ranged from Anna’s to Mrs. Mumma’s, to Sweet SimpliciTEAs.  We received lots of suggestions for future teas and trips!
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Many have been incorporated in our 2010 tea calendar and many will be scheduled for 2011.  We have ladies who are not interested in our trips at all and those who would not miss one!  Some are only interested in attending tea rooms within a 10-20 miles radius and many are willing to travel any distance to experience a new tearoom!  

We thought we would share a few of the comments: “Your club is absolutely wonderful and the committee does a terrific job;” “Read the newsletter cover to cover.  I love it;”  “Thanks for the dedication.  I love traveling with the club - the friendships have been a blessing to me;”  and “Thank you so much for all the energy you put into the club to make it most pleasurable for all of us.  I appreciate the efforts of everyone that contributes.  You are a very special group of ladies!”

And the 'Committee' responds: “It is our pleasure to serve you!”

Paid Advertisement

 Kramer at Market

  spices, herbs & other things

            717-779-1193

over 100 spices and loose teas

              sold by the ounce







TEA ROOM RECIPE

from Raejean Beattie, Hopsewee Plantation and Tea at River Oak Cottage, Georgetown, SC (www.hopsewee.com)

Earl Grey Cream Tea Jelly

1 oz loose Earl Grey Cream Tea leaves

2 cups water

1 cup apple juice

2 oz pectin

3 cups sugar

Steep loose tea in 2 cups boiling water.  Strain liquid into a preserving pan or suitable saucepan.  Add juice and pectin.  Boil hard for one minute.  Stir in sugar and boil until jelly sets.  Test by placing a little jelly in a small dish and let it cool.  If it is still runny, continue to boil and test again.

While jelly is boiling, sterilize jars and lids.  Ladle jelly into sterilized jars and place lids and bands on jars.  Listen for the tops to pop so you know your jars are sealed.

Paid Advertisement

The Endless Summer Tea

        Saturday, August 21st, 1:00 PM

Seafood luncheon, including Crab quiche, 

        tossed salad with spiced shrimp 

                     and lots more!

             Favors and Door Prizes!

                           $25.00

Rose Ortel, Lavender and Lace Tea Socials

                 2306 Queensbury Drive

                      Fallston, MD 21047

          Call 410-803-1059 for reservations

                           Maximum 21
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Paid Advertisement

A Country Tea

    Tea Room & Gifts

      Enjoy the sights and sounds of the country

  in picturesque New Freedom, PA.

          Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays

         Showers, Private Parties, Bridal Teas,

                 Holiday Teas and Tour

               Reservations: (717) 235-6511

                         www.acountrytea.com
                      Hosts Susan and Ken Freese
