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EDITOR'S NOTE

The warm weather has arrived and we have already held the first two tea events of 2010.  It is so hard to believe this is our sixth year already.  It seems like such a short while ago we started the club.  

Roxanne Batterden has compiled some interesting information about the club.  In the first five years we have had 73 tea events.  Quite a few of them had multiple seatings or dates.  We have had a progressive tea, had tea on a skipjack and on a train and had four covered dish events.  We have been on 12 trips and attended tea at 28 different tea rooms while on our trips.  We also have visited Twinings and Fortnum and Mason in London, met John Harney, tea master, and Jane Pettigrew and Margaret Vaughan, authors of tea books.

Along the way I have made many, many friends.  In fact, many of my closest friends are people I would never have met if it weren't for the tea club.  I am often thanked for all I do for the club.  In reality, the club has given me more than I will ever give to it.

I need to thank Patti Lynch, Judy Christmann, Annie Sanford and her mom, Margaret Brokus, and Vera McCann who helped me with the arduous task of getting out the membership directory.  I also want to thank everyone who sent me cards, called me, visited me, and especially those who got me out of the house after my resent surgery.  I do truly love you all.

Teafully,

Sharon

DOOR PRIZES NEEDED

Once again we are running low on door prizes.  If you would like to donate one, please bring it with you to a future tea event or contact one of the club committee members.
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2010 UPCOMING ROYAL-TEA CLUB EVENTS

- Address and telephone number for each establishment is provided should you need directions. 

- Reservations may ONLY be made through the Tea Club.  

- Prices always include tax and tip.

- The cutoff date for each tea is the last date reservations may be canceled and still get a refund or credit.

*****Make checks payable to The Royal-tea Club!*****
Reservations are now being taken for the following events:

Monday, April 26th  and Wednesday, April 28th, 6:30 PM - We will be visiting Beebe's Tea Room.  Never heard of Beebe's?  That's because they are a private tea room and not allowed to advertise.  Parking is limited.  Nine cars can fit in her driveway bumper to bumper.  Carpooling is requested.  Member Price: $24.00. Price for non-members: $26.50.  Address: 223 Shorbs Hill Road, Hanover, PA. Telephone number: 717-646-9055. Cutoff date: April 16th. Number of seats: 16 each date. Number of seats available: 0.  A waiting list is being taken.

Saturday, May 15th, 12:00 Noon and Sunday, May 16th, 2:30 PM - Prepare yourself for a beautiful presentation and delicious food as we visit member Marian Miller at her Lavender Patch Bed and Breakfast.  Member Price: $24.00. Price for non-members: $26.50.  Address: 190 Longenecker Avenue, Marietta, PA. Telephone number: 717-426-4533. Cutoff date: May 5th. Number of seats: 20 each date. Number of seats available: 0 on Saturday and 1 on Sunday.  A waiting list for Saturday is being taken.

Tuesday, May 25th, 6:30 PM and Thursday, May 27th, 6:30 PM - Do you like crab cakes?  They will be the featured item on the menu when we visit member Brenda Lucas at Anna's Tea Room.  Member Price: $30.50. Price for non-members: $33.00.  Address: Glen Echo Road, Glen Rock, PA. Telephone number: 717-235-7886. Cutoff date: May 15th. Number of seats: 25 each date. Number of seats available: 10 on Tuesday and 13 on Thursday

Saturday, June 12th, 2:00 PM - The club will be making its first venture into Delaware when we visit British Bell Tea Room, rated #1 in the state.  A committee member was recently treated to tea here for her birthday and she highly recommends it.  Member Price:  $30.00.  Price for non-members:  $32.50.   Address:  Suite 890, Peoples Plaza, Newark, DE.  Telephone number: 302-836-1802.  Cutoff date: June 2nd.  Number of seats: 20.  Number of seats available:  20. 

Wednesday, June 30th, 6:30 PM  - The Tea Trolley is a new tea room in Delta, PA.  Let's give them a try!  Member Price:  $22.25.   Non-member price:  $24.75.  Address:  104 Main Street, Delta, PA.  Telephone number: 717-303-5182.  Cutoff date: June 20th.  Number of seats: 34.  Number of seats available: 34.

Saturday, July 17th, 12 Noon - Fifth Annual Covered Dish Tea Luncheon – 

This is a favorite event for many.  Read about past events at the club web site (http://www.theroyal-teaclub.org/pages/teareview.htm.)    Katy Lemmer volunteered to organize this year's event and has made sunflowers her theme.  She is making edible favors and approximately 25 centerpieces which will be given as door prizes.  We will once again have autographed books from Laura Childs to give away.  Entertainment is still pending.

As always, there will be a Silent Auction and a used book table.    Please start collecting new or gently used items.   If you are unable to attend the covered dish, but would like to donate auction items or books, please contact Sharon or any of the committee members.  

Georgia member Diane Hughes had such a good time two years ago, she is coming back again!

This is an indoor air conditioned event.  We will again gather at Codorus Church of the Brethren located off Interstate 83 just south of York, a very convenient location for all.  Reservations must be made.  

Please bring a dish to be shared, as well as your recipe.  We will furnish tea bags and lots of hot water.  If you would prefer loose, please bring your own tea pot and teas.  Many bring their own cups and saucers!  Styrofoam or paper cups will be provided for those who don't bring their own.  

We are looking for four volunteers to help set up the day  before.  

Member Price: $5.00, non-refundable.  Price for non-members:  $7.50, non-refundable.  Address: 1129 Dunkard Valley Road, Loganville, PA. (Use Dallastown if using MapQuest or GPS)  Telephone number: 717-332-5851.  Cutoff date: July 8th.  Number of seats: 100, Number of seats available: 100 

Upcoming events are continued on the next page.
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Saturday, August 21st, 12:00 Noon - We will enjoy tea and a craft at the historic Sinking Springs Herb Farm and Retreat (www.sinkingsprings.com).  Our hostess, Ann Stubb,  will provide us with scones, sandwiches, dessert and both hot and iced teas with additional sandwich fillings should you want more sandwiches or you may have them as a salad.  She will also teach us how to make a mini sachet using herbs from her gardens.  Plus, Chesapeake City is nearby for shopping and strolling along the waterfront.  Member Price:  $23.00.  Price for non-members  $25.50.  Address:  843 Elk Forest Road, Elkton, MD.  Telephone Number: 443-553-4618.  Cutoff date: August 11th.  Number of seats: 33.  Number of seats available: 33.

SUMMER PUBLISHING DATE

The summer issue will be out in July.   Contact Sharon Hart if your newsletter has not been received by the end of the month.

CLUB MEMBER NEWS

Patricia Cumor recently had gall bladder surgery.  Hopefully, it's not an epidemic as Donna Lerew will have had gall bladder surgery by the time you read this.  Sharon Hart underwent foot surgery in February and recuperated in almost record time.  Rose Ortel is recuperating from a broken toe and must wear a half boot for four weeks.  Bonnie Mitchell is having knee problems and is anticipating knee replacement surgery.  Pat Easter is very ill and is now staying with a friend all the time.  You may send her a card to:  Pat Easter, c/o John Pomarzynski, 5503 Heatherwood Road, Baltimore, MD 21227. 

CONDOLENCES

Pat Sauer's brother recently passed away after a long illness.  Our condolences to you and your family, Pat.
CLEANING FOR A REASON 

Are you or someone you know undergoing chemotherapy?  There is a service that provides FREE housecleaning once a month for four months while the person is in treatment.  All they have to do is sign up and have their doctor fax a note confirming treatment.   Contact www.cleaningforareason.org.

This organization serves the entire USA and currently has 547 partners.  It is our job to pass the word and let them know there are people out there who care.  Be a blessing to someone and pass this information along.

TRAVEL NEWS

Virginia Military Tattoo/Williamsburg trip April 29 - May 1

This trip has filled.  Contact Krouse Travel, toll free 1-877-244-6410, to be placed on the waiting list.   

Capital Gardens Tour and Tea May - 6

This trip has filled.  Contact Krouse Travel, toll free 1-877-244-6410, to be placed on the waiting list.   

Tea by the Sea September 22 - 25

Tea in three different states, MD, DE, and NJ!   We will head to Maryland's Eastern Shore where we will first stop in the town of Berlin, MD for shopping and tea.  Our second day will take us to Ocean City's 26th Annual Sunfest.  On our third day we will venture to Rehoboth, DE to visit the outlets as well as have tea at the Boardwalk Plaza Hotel.  Then we're off to Lewes, DE where we will board the ferry to Cape May, NJ.  On our fourth and final day, we will tour Cape May, the Physick Estate, and have tea at The Butterfly Tea Room.  While there we will be visited by John Phillips Sousa (a living historian) and learn about his life.   Trip flyers are available by contacting Sharon Hart or on our web site, www.theroyal-teaclub.org/pages/teatrips.htm.  If you are interested in this trip, please contact Krouse Travel, toll free 1-877-244-6410.  As always, we are glad to assist you in finding a roommate.

2011 TRIP TO WALES

Members Dottie and Mimi Johnson are planning a trip to Wales with the assistance of member Patty Suchy.  Patty planned our very memorable trips to England and the British Isles cruise.  Although this is not an official tea club trip, Dottie and Mimi are extending an invitation to you if you would like to join them.  Please contact them at the numbers shown in your membership directory.
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REVIEWS OF PAST EVENTS

Spring Time Tea at The Front Porch

by Roxanne Batterden
The first Royal-tea Club 2010 teas were held Saturday and Sunday, March 27 and 28 at perennial tearoom favorite, The Front Porch, in Hellam, PA.  The event was so popular, that a second day was added.  Bonnie Helm opened the tearoom on Sunday just for our club!

As always, The Front Porch lived up to our expectations.  Everyone loves the ambiance of the tearoom and the grounds.  The gift shop was filled with wonderful Easter and springtime treats.  Many shopping bags left with our club members!  And, the tea was delicious.

The six course tea started out with two tea selections for each table * a cinnamon vanilla black tea and a rooibos Spring tea.  Both were delicious and if the pots were empty, they were quickly filled by our delightful servers!  A light and fluffy ambrosia salad with toasted coconut started our tea.  A flavorful green salad was next.  Adding to the flavor and texture were mandarin orange slices and dried cranberries.  The sesame seeds and soybeans added crunch!

The third course was the scones.  Warm from the oven, apricot white chocolate and creme brulee scones were served with seedless strawberry jam, clotted cream and lemon curd.  As always, there was a choice of soup.  Irish stew and tomato bisque were offered.  Compliments were heard about both!

Tea sandwiches and the savory were cucumber with lemon pepper and cream cheese on rye bread; a mini ham and cheese on croissant; and an asiago cheese and spinach mini quiche.

Many ladies were full by dessert so some little boxes with yummy desserts when home.  Those who ‘had room’ enjoyed the delicious rich Bailey’s Cream Chocolate cake and the light and fluffy lemon mousse pie with graham cracker crust with black raspberry sauce.  Divine!

Saturday's hostess, Donna Lerew, awarded the door prize to Bette Leigh Knutson who correctly guessed that the percent of Maryland club members was 40% !   The door prize was a hand painted slate with three colorful teapots and a heading stating ‘If Tea Pots Could Talk.’  The door prize was donated by Virginia member Debi Wurdack.   On Sunday, the question posed was "How many members does the club currently have?"  Judy Dixon was the closest and won a selection of teas donated by Sara (the Younger) Secrest.  Sara recently purchased them from the only tea room in Fairbanks, Alaska while she is on assignment there.

We wish Front Porch owner Bonnie Helm a ‘speedy recovery’ as she heals following heel surgery!  She was supervising in the kitchen and came out to visit with us on her special roller device!  

Tea Time Tidbit:  The Curate Stand

by Roxanne Batterden, Roving Reporter

The three tiered server, also known as the curate stand, is often the centerpiece of the tea experience.  All three tiers are filled with delectable goodies.  Often, the tea rooms will add decorative trim to the stands to make them appropriate for the time of season.  I have been to tea rooms when all the servers entered the tea room simultaneously carrying the servers - a sight to behold!

I was reading Emilie Barnes' The Tea Lover's Devotional (2009) and found interesting information about the curate stand.  She states "The protocol of placing the scones on the top tier of the curate stand comes from the 1800s.   (continued on page 5)

Tea Time Tidbit (continued)
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During that time, when the genre of afternoon tea first became popular, modern kitchen conveniences did not exist, and a warming dome was placed over the scones.  The dome would fit only the top tier.  The savories and tea sandwiches, and the sweets, were placed in the middle and bottom tiers respectively.  As the courses progressed, service would be provided to remove each tier."

Top Tier:  Scones

Middle Tier:  Savories and Sandwiches

Bottom Tier:  Sweets

In today's tea world, the individual tea rooms do not always follow the above.  We often see sweets on the top tier - to tantalize us!

See you soon, smiling behind the 'curate stand.'

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

submitted by Vera McCann
Women are angels, and when someone breaks our wings,

we simply continue to fly........ on a broomstick!

We are flexible!

INTERESTING CLUB FACTS

Compiled by Donna Lerew
We currently have members in 11 states and the District of Columbia.  Sara (the Younger) Secrest is currently on assignment in Alaska, so we could even say we have an Alaskan member!

Here are the numbers and percentages per state as of March 30th.

Alabama 

-     1

California 

-     1

Georgia 

-     2

Indiana

 -     1

Illinois 

-     1

Maryland 

- 110 (40%)

Michigan 

-     1

Pennsylvania 
- 130 (47.4%)

South Carolina
 -     1

Virginia 

-   22 (8%)

Washington, DC 
-     2

West Virginia 
-     2

TEA TIDBITS

(Found on a box of Celestial Seasonings Tea)

Rooibos tea is brewed from the leaves of the African shrub rooibos (pronounced roy-bus) and is also called red tea or red bush tea, as translated from the Afrikaans language.  This naturally caffeine-free, antioxidant-rich tea is found and sustainably cultivated only in South Africa's Cedarburg Mountains.  For centuries the local people have enjoyed rooibos for its delicious flavor and healthful properties.
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Member Focus: ‘The Madhatter’:  Marion Coccagna

By Roxanne Batterden, Roving Reporter

Royal-tea Club member Marion Coccagna has earned her title of ‘Madame Madhatter Marion.’  She works very hard at maintaining her image.  After all, she has over sixty hats, in countless colors and styles!  Not to mention the assortment of scarves and pins she uses to adorn the hats!  

You will find Marion checking out thrift stores, discount stores like Ross, Marshall’s, and TJ Maxx, and charity shops in England, looking for hats and other bargains.  Some of you may recall that she returned from the tea club’s inaugural transatlantic trip to England, with 8 hats, many worn home by her fellow travelers as there was no room in her suitcase!

Marion joined The Royal-tea Club in 2005 shortly after the club was formed.  Her friend Diane Cochran-Adams learned about the tea club when she overheard a conversation at the Red Rose Antique Shop.  Diane and Marion joined the club together and come to as many teas as possible with their group of friends from Maryland.  Marion recalls that the first tea she attended was at the Victorian Parlor in Spring Grove.

She continues to love the Victorian Parlor. She enjoys all of Paula Senft’s hats (of course!) and the atmosphere and garden.  She also adores Anna’s Tea Room because it is a different tea experience – more of a tea meal.  Marion loves talking with owner Brenda Lucas who always makes sure Marion’s favorite Snowflake tea is available.  Brenda also provides Marion with her very own ‘slop  bowl.’  ‘Madhatter’ enjoys tea at A Country Tea, especially during the Christmas season.  Susan Freese’s 26 Christmas trees inspire her! 

She firmly stated that her favorite tea experience with the tea club was Afternoon Tea at the Ritz in London.  She also loved the teas at the Pump Room and Sally Lund’s in Bath, England.

Marion has traveled with the tea club on quite a few of the trips.  Besides the 2007 England tour, she was on our very first trip to Georgia in April 2006.  She loved this trip and the tearooms we visited.  This is the trip where we learned that Marion is a premiere shopper. She has an antenna for finding the unusual and can spot a bargain miles away!  Some of Marion’s other favorite club trips were to Newport, Rhode Island; Charleston, South Carolina; and the recent London and British Isle Cruise.

So, what else does Marion collect besides hats?  She has a marvelous selection of tea pots and cups and saucers.  She also has a fondness for tea strainers.  There is also not a pineapple she can turn away.  And, yes, she does have a pineapple teapot or two!!

Marion is a wonderful hostess.  She sponsored a luncheon tea following the 2007 trip to England where the travelers gathered to share photos and memories.  She also holds an annual holiday tea.  Rumor has it that perhaps there will be a ‘Christmas in July’ tea this year.…
I asked Marion what her favorite tea memory is.  She said, “There are so many good memories.  I have made so many new friends and have enjoyed going to tea with my close circle of friends.  Every trip I go on has special moments.”  She did admit that some of her England charity shop finds are very special to her…. the little silver teaspoons and the functional mini-teapots made in England.
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Madhatter Marion’s Hat Tip:

Have you ever bought a hat that was just a bit too big?  Marion to the rescue.  Go to one of the hardware stores and purchase double sided weather stripping.  Apply this under the hat band, and the hat will fit like a charm!
“Color’s of Spring Tea and Luncheon”

Hosted by Rose Ortel

Thursday, May 20th 

12:30pm 

$22.00

[image: image1.jpg]



You are invited to attend a Spring Tea Luncheon to be held at Lavender and Lace Tea Socials on May 20th. This tea will shower you with the colors of spring with one color more beautiful then the next. A special favor will greet you when you take your reserved seat at the lovely tea table set with fine china, linen tablecloth’s, and colorful floral centerpieces.

 Below is the menu for this event
Sparkling Peach Ice Tea

English Garden hot Tea

Strawberry Fields hot Tea

Warm Lemon & Poppy Seed Scone’s

W/ Devon cream & Lemon Curd

 Fresh Fruit compote w/Honey Dressing

Assorted Breads and Mini Roll’s

Salad Plate w/

Scoop of Shrimp Salad, Chicken Salad,

and

 Pasta Salad

Served on a bed of mixed greens.

Deviled Egg

2 Tier Assorted Dessert Tray

Spring Poem Reading

Spring Hat Contest 

(Only if you choose to wear a hat)  

Don’t delay; this tea will sell out fast.

Return the below form along with your payment no later then 

May 8th to

 Rose Ortel

2306 Queensbury Dr. Fallston, Md 21047

This is a luncheon sure to please.

We hope you can join us.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Spring Tea

Name__________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

Phone #_________________________________________

Allergies 

