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THE JOY GARDEN
         
Enjoy Tea served in our Conservatory
Full Afternoon Tea Served 
Thursday thru Saturday
         
Private Parties      Small Weddings
 Children’s Spring and Summer Tea Series

Starting April 
American Girl              Fairy Princess 
Fancy Nancy
            
Visit the Garden Sunday Afternoons
April 17th   May 15th   June 12th   
1 P.M to 5 P.M.
             
717-227-1254   www.thejoygarden.com
 

EDITOR'S NOTE
Were you one of the lucky ones who started our seventh year off with a bang at Tea by Julia Faye on March 26th?  If you missed this event, you missed a fabulous tea.  We so enjoyed the food and warm hospitality of Julia Faye, now one of our newest members.  We definitely will be visiting her again.  Read Donna Lerew's review on page 4.

Our next event was also very special, the Cherry Blossom cruise and tea.  A total of seventy three members and guests were able to participate in this event.  Read what you missed in this review also on page 4.

It was wonderful to see old friends we have missed over the winter months and to meet and make new friends, too!

I am looking forward to sharing all our new tea adventures with you this year.

Teafully Yours,

Sharon
CLUB DIRECTORIES
As mentioned in January's newsletter, you must request a club directory if you would like one.  An e-mail reminder was sent out in March to all members with e-mail.   Contact Sharon Hart at the royalteaclub@aol.com or call at 717-332-5851.  The directories will be mailed shortly after this newsletter.

Club Member names are in bold letters.

As always, contact Sharon for assistance with carpooling.
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2011 UPCOMING ROYAL-TEA CLUB EVENTS


Please read the following instructions: 
◙  Address and telephone number for each establishment is provided should you need  

    directions. 
◙  Reservations may ONLY be made through the Tea Club.  
◙  Prices always include tax and tip.
◙  The cutoff date for each tea is the last date reservations may be canceled and still 

     get a refund or credit.
◙  Make checks payable to The Royal-tea Club!
 

Reservations are now being taken for the following events:


Saturday, April 16th, Noon, or Sunday, April 17th, 2:00 PM - Once again we will be visiting the Lady Bug Tea Room where member Millie Liberatore will thrill our taste buds.  Member Price:  $27.75.  (Price for non-members:  $30.25.)  Address: 326 West King St., East Berlin, PA, 17316.  Telephone Number: 717-259-8131.  Cutoff date: April 14th.  Number of seats:  30 each seating.  Number of seats available: 2 on Saturday, 18 on Sunday.

 

Thursday, May 12th, 6:30 PM - This evening will be the club's first visit to The Casual Cup.  Member Price: $21.50 (Price for non-members: $24.00.)  Address: 13820 Jarrettsville Pike, Phoenix, MD 21131. Telephone number: 410-667-3606. Cutoff date: May 2nd. Number of seats: 30. Number of seats available: 0.  A waiting list is being taken.

 

Saturday, May 21st, 3:00 PM - The Royal Tea Room has been highly recommended by some of our members who visited here last year.  We will have tea in a former church rectory.  Member Price: $27.75. (Price for non-members: $30.25)  Address: 110 East Charles Street, La Plata, MD 20646. Telephone number: 301-392-1111. Cutoff date: May 11th.  Number of seats: 38.  Number of seats available: 9

 

Wednesday, June 8th, 6:30 PM - We visit Higinbotham's Bed & Breakfast for a formal evening tea.  Member Price: $27.00.  (Price for non-members: $29.50.)  Address: 102 Lincoln Way West (PA RT 30), New Oxford, PA 17350.  Telephone Number: 717-624-1866.  Cutoff date: May 29th.  Number of seats: 30.  Number of seats available: 30. 

 

Saturday, June 25th, 11:30 AM - It has been way too long since we last visited Tea on the Tiber, a very British tea room.  Member Price: $25.00.  (Price for non-members: $27.50.)  Address: 8081 Main St., Ellicott City, MD 21043.   Telephone Number: 410-480-8000.  Cutoff date: June 11th.  Number of seats: 36.  Number of seats available: 36.

 

Saturday, July 16th, Noon - Victorian Parlor is a favorite of many. Come visit their new gift shop in the garage and their new pond in the garden.  Member Price: $26.50.  (Price for non-members: $29.00.)  Address: 48 South Main St., Spring Grove, PA 17362.   Telephone Number: 717-225-4495.  Cutoff date: July 6th.  Number of seats:  45.    Number of seats available: 45. 

 

Saturday, August 27th, 11:00 AM or 2:00 PM - On this date we visit a 'new to us' tea room, Olivia's.  Member Price: $24.50.  (Price for non-members: $27.00.)  Address: 1959 Market St., Camp Hill, PA 17011.  Telephone Number: 717-737-1293.  Cutoff date: August 17th.  Number of seats: 16 each seating.  Number of seats available: 16 each seating. 

 

Saturday, September 10th, Noon - Last year it was decided to move our annual Covered Dish Luncheon event to September to allow those on vacations in July to attend.  More specifics will be in the next newsletter, but if you wish, you may reserve your seat now.  There will again be a Silent Auction, Book Sale, lots of door prizes, entertainment and fun.  It will still be held at Codorus Church of the Brethren near Loganville, PA, right off Interstate 83 and south of York.   Member Price: $5.00 non-refundable.  (Price for non-members: $7.50 non-refundable.)  Number of seats: 100.  Volunteers needed for set up and to make favors.  Contact Sharon.

Tea at Seven Oaks

6116 Pigeon Hill Road

Spring Grove, PA 17362

Out of the Ordinary…..

Not out of the Way!

By Reservation Only

AT: 717-259-9594

JOIN US!

Tuesday & Wednesday, noon or evening

Friday & Saturday, noon

Seven Oaks Cookbooks

For sale while they last,

Other tea related items are here for your convenience

You may browse while here enjoying Tea.

Hope to see you soon!

Happy Teaing,

Deb & Bruce
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AN EARLY ELEGANCE
Specializing in Tea since 1988
Black ~ Green ~ Oolong Teas
Herbs ~ Spices

Orders, Inquiries, & Purchases:
Email: anearlyelegance@pa.net 
OR Saturdays from 6 am - noon at the
Hanover Farmers’ Market
210 E. Chestnut Street, Hanover, PA

Many New & Exciting products!
Over 175 loose-leaf teas
Peppercorns & Peppercorn Mills
Whole Spices - Nutmegs & Graters 
Books - Gifts - Tea Gadgets - Hankies
 
MaryeLaine Hats sold at Seven Oaks Tea Room
Request the current list of A.E.E.
products and the monthly sale items
 ~Shipping Available~

800.750.6130        anearlyelegance.com
Request the updated list of current products. 
~Shipping Available~
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TRAVEL NEWS

The itineraries for our fall trips are ready!  If you have not already done so, please take a moment to check them out on our web site, http://www.theroyal-teaclub.org/pages/teatrips.htm.  If you receive your newsletter by USPS, the flyers are included with this newsletter.  

In October, we will take a Victorian Immersion Experience to Wilkes-Barre and Jim Thorpe, PA.  Then, the first weekend in December we will travel to view Cape May, NJ in all its’ Christmas splendor.

The trips were announced via e-mail one week ago.  Already the Wilkes-Barre/Jim Thorpe trip is almost half full.  The Cape May trip is one third full.  Don’t delay making your reservations.

Patty Suchy is busy planning next year’s Victorian England adventure and the information for that trip will be available in the summer newsletter.  Read Patty’s article following for an introduction to this fabulous trip.
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VISITING THE WORLD OF QUEEN VICTORIA 
by Patty Suchy


Planning is still underway for a Royal-tea Club Victorian Tour to England in late September/early October 2012.   England will still be in the throes of celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee and will have finished hosting the Olympics.  So, the country will be well prepared with some special things for our visit.  However, our visit will be focused on Queen Victoria (the only other Queen who had celebrated a Diamond Jubilee) and Victorian things, including Victorian Teas.  So mark your calendars and plan on joining us.   Further details will be sent out in July's newsletter.

Here’s a little tease of some of the grand things we’ll be doing:  
☺ We’ll start with a lovely stay in London including a special visit to Kensington Palace, where Queen Victoria was born and where she was living when she was told of her accession to the throne.  Tea in the Orangery on the Palace grounds is being planned.

☺ After London (where you’ll have plenty of free time to explore your own Victorian likings), we’ll be heading south - visiting many things Victorian.  In our journey of the south of England, we’ll visit charming villages, Victorian manor homes, a teapot factory, while enjoying some great Devonshire creamed teas.

 

☺ However, the highlight of the south will be our visit to the Isle of Wight and home of Osborne House, the much beloved home to Victoria and Albert and their family.  This is also where Queen Victoria died.  We’ll spend a couple of days on the Isle and explore the many other Victorian things offered in the area.

 

Lots of surprises will be included on this grand journey.   But most importantly, the pleasures will be in the traveling with a group of friends who share the enjoyment.   So stay tuned for more information.  If, in the meantime, you have any questions about this upcoming special travel event, please don’t hesitate to contact Patty Suchy at novelexp@comcast.net or 815-714-2981.
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REVIEWS OF PAST EVENTS

Tea by Julia Faye by Donna Lerew


The Royal-tea Club started its seventh year of teas on Saturday, March 26, 2011 at Tea by Julia Faye in the Stone Mansion in Baltimore, MD.  After a long, cold winter the ladies were ready to have tea.  We gathered in two rooms and one was previously the kitchen which has a walk-in fireplace and the original call box for the family and guests to call the servants.  The tablecloths and chair covers were black and white in this room.  The second area was the hallway near the front door and the stairway to the second floor.  Here the tablecloths and chair covers were pink and brown.  Each table had a pot of Rishi Masala Chai tea and Jamaica Red Berry rooibos.


    The Stone Mansion High Tea began with blueberry scones served with clotted cream, lemon curd and apple butter along with a garlic cheese biscuit.  Next course was a teacup of 15 bean soup and a tossed salad served on a 'tea and toast' plate.  The sandwich course included Lady Wanda chicken salad with cranberries served on a croissant, turkey and lettuce served on apple bread with spread and an open-face cucumber and yellow cherry tomato on chive cream cheese spread.  The dessert plate included sweet potato tart, mini cheesecake with either pineapple, blueberry, or cherry topping, red velvet cupcake and a skewer of fresh fruit and cheese. 


    Miss Julia and her helper kept us supplied with pots of tea.  The tea ended with each guest taking home a bottle of water with a specially designed label for the Royal-tea Club.  A very nice touch and something to remember our first tea at Tea by Julia Faye.
   

 Just a reminder - be sure to go to www.teamap.com and complete an evaluation of the tea room so others can plan to experience tea in the Stone Mansion with Julia Faye.

Cherry Blossom Cruise and Tea by Dottie Johnson 

We started our trip to the Cherry Blossom Cruise and Tea in DC on a cold rainy morning.   It was still raining when we arrived at the marina and boarded the 'Finished Business' with Captain Eric and his crew.  As soon as we sat down we were served scones and hot water for our tea.  There were cinnamon crunch, chocolate orange and lemon poppy seed with orange marmalade, strawberry jam and clotted cream to compliment.  Captain Eric backed his boat out of its berth and we started his narrated tour.  With symphony music in the background Captain Eric guided us through the tidal basin waters and described the sites on either side.  Debbie and Kerra came around and asked if we would like our soup, vichyssoise, warm or cold and it was delivered shortly after.  Next came the tea sandwiches: chicken salad with tarragon, egg salad with dill and herb cream cheese and cucumber.  The sandwiches were unlimited and tasty.  Once we had turned around and were headed back to the marina, plates of the desserts were delivered.  Petit éclairs, cream puffs and flat butter cookies with lemon spread (yum).  Plenty for all!
 
In spite of the weather, everyone loved the ride, the view, the company AND the cherry blossoms!  Captain Eric picked a recipe out of the 'bag' and Ann Shoemaker won the door prize, donated by Carolyn Troy.

SHARON'S TELEPHONE NUMBER

Some of you are still calling my house phone, which has not been shown in the newsletter for about three years.  Please change your records to show my number as 717-332-5851, my cell number.  As soon as I talk my husband into getting a cell phone, we will have the house number disconnected.
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A Country Tea

Tea Room & Gifts

Enjoy the sights and sounds of the country

In picturesque New Freedom, PA.

Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays

Showers, Private Parties, Bridal Teas,

Holiday Teas and Tour
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Reservations:  (717) 235-6511

www.acountrytea.com
Hosts Susan and Ken Freese

PLEASE NOTE:  A Country Tea is NOT closing, but may be relocating sometime in the future.

CONDOLENCES

Phyllis Clements' sister-in-law passed away in January.  A past member, Marlene Chazen, died of melanoma on January 19th.  Betty Johnston lost her husband, Dale.  He was the father of Robin Pennington.   On March 11th, Tony Palmonari, the brother-in-law of Shirley Calp and Donna Heindel, passed away.  Judy Christmann's Aunt Lun, the matriarch of their family, died March 22nd.  Former member Chet Miller, husband of Marian Miller died March 24th at the age of 97.  Many of you met Chet when he helped serve when the club visited Marian's Lavender Patch B & B for tea.

CLUB MEMBER NEWS
Joyce Tyler retired from Social Security Administration in December.  Roni Lynch had knee surgery in January.  Several members were hospitalized during the last few months.  These include Mabel Kaufmann, Cindy Conroy, Margaret Brokos, Vera McCann, and Shirley Smith.  And Shirley, along with Susan Snyder, had to deal with problems resulting from shingles.  Phyllis Clements has been undergoing therapy for a pinched nerve in her hip.  Judy Christmann has completed training and is now licensed and certified for appointment as a pastor in the United Methodist Church.  Congratulations, Judy!

A SURPRISE VISIT

Diane  Hughes, RTC Roving Reporter, Southern Branch
On Thursday, March 31, I received an early morning phone call from the Head Tea-Pot herself!  It was a dreary, rainy Thursday so this was a welcome break.  She told me that fellow club member Betsy Green and her husband, Allen of Westminster, MD, were fleeing the horrid, stormy weather in Florida and were staying over in Brunswick, Georgia, my home town.  The Greens had talked about taking tea at the Jekyll Island Club Hotel and Sharon suggested when they had tea there they should get together with me.  (Remember: Sharon, Wanda Nash and I had taken tea there in October of 2007.)  

I immediately phoned Betsy – well, I did wait till a decent hour.  We spoke on the phone and made plans to meet at the Jekyll Island Club Hotel lobby for tea at 4:00.  This would be a welcome treat on such a rainy day.  Living 730+ miles south of the ‘main social center’ of the Club, my attendance at tea events is limited, to say the least (.   

At 4:00, I actually met Betsy and Allen, and we were ushered into the Riverview Lounge (solarium).  Our server, Denise Avera, welcomed us.  She was so gracious.  She even rearranged the seating so that we could have a better view of the grounds, pool, river, and marshes.  She told us what was being served that day.  The savories included poached pear on pumpernickel bread, tuna salad with red leaf lettuce on whole wheat, and chicken salad with mandarin orange on white bread.  There were fresh blueberry scones with orange marmalade, lemon curd or strawberry jam.  The sweets included mini chocolate covered cream puffs, very dense brownies, lemon tarts, and layered cookie bars with chocolate chips, nuts and coconut.  Yum.  Betsy admitted that she really was a sandwich person, but that Allen was more of a dessert person.   

As we sat and talked, the sun came out and everything just sparkled.  It was our own mini Royal-tea Club tea event.  
