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EDITOR'S NOTE

Another year has come and gone.  

Another's just begun.  

Let's gather round a pot of tea 

and plan our new year's fun!

Our first events for 2010 are listed on page 2.  While on the club's bus trip to Asheville in November, trip escort and club committee member Roxanne Batterden took a poll to determine where we should go for our spring tea events.  When you see the list you will note that most are old favorites, along with a brand new one!

We also have planned another new trip for you.  Imagine Tea by the Sea!  See Travel News on page 3 for more information.

As expected, our 2009 Christmas events filled very quickly.  Our apologies for those left on the waiting list.  We will plan another event at June Mumma's in the future, perhaps even this year.   Many who were fortunate enough to go said it was one of, if not, the best tea they had ever attended.  

Don't forget to make your wishes known as to what tea rooms you would like to visit or places you would like to go on a club trip.  Sometimes it takes a while to work your request into the schedule but we usually manage.  In fact, parts of our newest trip were suggested about four years ago.

Come on, Spring!

Teafully,

Sharon

REMINDERS

If you are unable to attend a reserved club event, please call or email Sharon, even if it is the day of the event.  Many times there is a waiting list.  I am able to make someone happy by getting them a seat and I make you happy by saving you money.

Also, please call Sharon if you need a ride to an event or want to carpool.
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2010 UPCOMING ROYAL-TEA CLUB EVENTS

*Address and telephone number for each establishment is provided should you

 need directions. 

*Reservations may ONLY be made through the Tea Club.  

*Prices always include tax and tip.

*The cutoff date for each tea is the last date reservations may be canceled and still get a refund or credit.

Reservations are now being taken for the following events:

Saturday, March 27th, 11:00 AM  - The first tea of the year will be The Front Porch , currently ranked the #2 tea room in Pennsylvania on TeaMap.  Member Price: $23.50. Price for non-members: $26.  Address: 25 West Market Street, Hallam, PA. Telephone number: 717-755-7510. Cutoff date: March 17th. Number of seats: 40. Number of seats available: 40.

Saturday, April 10th, 11:00 AM and 2:30 PM  - We are once again traveling to Sykesville to visit Sweet Simplici-Tea.   They went all out last time and who knows what surprises are in store for us this time! Member Price: $26.50. Price for non-members: $29.00.  Address: 7520 Main Street, Sykesville, MD. Telephone number: 410-549-7676. Cutoff date: March 31st. Number of seats: 35 each seating. Number of seats available: 35 each seating.

Monday, April 26th - 6:30 PM – This evening we will be visiting Beebe's Tea Room.  Never heard of Beebe's?  That's because they are a private tea room and not allowed to advertise.  Parking is limited.  Nine cars can fit in her driveway bumper to bumper.  Carpooling is requested.  Member Price: $24.00. Price for non-members: $26.50.  Address: 223 Shorbs Hill Road, Hanover, PA. Telephone number: 717-646-9055. Cutoff date: April 16th. Number of seats: 16. Number of seats available: 16.

Saturday, May 15th, 12:00 Noon and Sunday, May 16th, 2:30 PM - Prepare yourself for a beautiful presentation and delicious food as we visit member Marian Miller at her Lavender Patch Bed and Breakfast.  Member Price: $24.00. Price for non-members: $26.50.  Address: 190 Longenecker Avenue, Marietta, PA. Telephone number: 717-426-4533. Cutoff date: May 5th. Number of seats: 20. Number of seats available: 20.

Tuesday, May 25th, 6:30 PM and Thursday, May 27th, 6:30 PM - Do you like crab cakes?  They will be the featured item on the menu when we visit member Brenda Lucas at Anna's Tea Room.  Member Price: $30.50. Price for non-members: $33.00.  Address: Glen Echo Road, Glen Rock, PA. Telephone number: 717-235-7886. Cutoff date: May 15th. Number of seats: 25. Number of seats available: 25.

SPRING PUBLISHING DATE

The spring issue will be out mid-April.   You may wish to write this date on your calendar. Contact Sharon if your newsletter has not been received by the end of the month.

Paid Advertisement

     AN EARLY ELEGANCE

                        Serving You Since 1988

             Black ~ Green ~ Oolong Teas

                           Herbs ~ Spices

          Make your purchases, Saturdays 

                From 6 am - noon at the

            Hanover Farmers’ Market

                  210 E. Chestnut Street

                          Hanover, PA

         By Email: anearlyelegance@pa.net  

Place your orders and make your inquiries,

    Request each month’s update & list of 

products at the Market ~ Shipping Available

          Teas and Tea Time is my passion.

   February will be a LOVE-ly Month filled

 with many NEW & EXCITING products!

    800-750-6130    anearlyelegance.com
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                              TRAVEL NEWS

Asheville

Thirty-six people had a fabulous trip to Asheville, NC and the Biltmore in November.  It was greatly enjoyed and we just might have to do it again!  See Roxanne Batterden's Roving Reporter review beginning on page 6.

   Virginia Military Tattoo/Williamsburg trip April 29 - May 1

Only two seats remain for this trip.  Don't miss out.  We even have a number of husbands joining us on this adventure.

             Capital Gardens Tour and Tea May 6

We still have a number of seats available for the Garden Tour trip.  What a wonderful way to celebrate Mother's Day and the gardens should be gorgeous that time of year!  I want to clarify something that seems to have made some people reluctant to sign up for this trip. This is a different tea experience than what we have experienced in the past.  For the ching ching CHA tea room, the group will be enjoying the ‘tea lunch’ set menu provided by the tea room. The tea will include a soup, featured dish with side vegetable (vegetable chosen by chef), sweets and tea. 

The soup will be tomato.  The featured dishes are: Curry Chicken, which is described as slow cooked, with potato, onion and carrot; Mustard Miso Salmon, described as steamed and served with a mustard miso sauce; or Silky Steamed Tofu topped with teriyaki sauce.  The side dish that will be served with the featured dish (and is a chef's choice) will be one of the following: Kale, sweet soy with ginger & scallion, Savoy cabbage, summer vinegar dressing, or Korean Squash, garlic & pepper sauce.  The sweets will be Coconut Tart and/or Almond Cookies.

I hope these descriptions provide better information for you.  Remember that ching ching CHA is an Asian tea room that highlights the Asian culture.  It is a tranquil, lovely space with beautiful rosewood tables and chairs, platform seating with fluffy cushions, and walls that disappear into overhead skylights.  ching ching CHA is a calming, soothing and authentic setting making this an ideal place to enjoy the classic tea ritual.

NEW TRIP! - Tea by the Sea September 22 - 25

This is another trip we expect to fill quickly.  Tea in three different states, MD, DE, and NJ!   We will head to Maryland's Eastern Shore where we will first stop in the town of Berlin, MD for shopping and tea.  Our second day will take us to Ocean City's 26th Annual Sunfest.  On our third day we will venture to Rehoboth, DE to visit the outlets as well as have tea at the Boardwalk Plaza Hotel.  Then we're off to Lewes, DE where we will board the ferry to Cape May, NJ.  On our fourth and final day, we will tour Cape May, the Physick Estate, and have tea at The Butterfly Tea Room.  While there we will be visited by John Phillips Sousa (a living historian) and learn about his life.  A trip flyer is included with this newsletter for those who receive a paper newsletter.  All flyers are available on our web site, www.theroyal-teaclub.org/pages/teatrips.htm, for those who receive the newsletter electronically.

If you are interested in any of these trips, please contact Krouse Travel, toll free 1-877-244-6410.
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CLUB MEMBER NEWS

Marion Coccagna has a stress fracture of her foot and needs to be in a cast for six weeks and Connie Phelps had foot surgery December 17.  Anne Jacobs received a pacemaker right after the Asheville trip.  Donna Lerew is much improved after being hospitalized for a pulmonary embolism, although she is not back to work.  Florence McManus is currently in a rehab facility while she recuperates from pneumonia over Christmas.  Millie Liberatore's first grandchild, Nicholas Parker Liberatore, has arrived!  Get well soon, Marion, Connie, Donna, Florence and Anne and congratulations, Millie. 

CONDOLENCES

Donna Rott's sister and Patricia Cumor's brother, Curtis, have recently passed away.  Curtis was also Helen Henning's cousin.  Also, we have learned Trisha Morrill's sister, Judith, passed away July 23.  Please accept our sincere condolences.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Although it is now old news, in July Shirley Smith replaced Shirley Calp as a committee member.  Then, by unanimous vote, it was decided to add our web master, Suzanne Krause, to the committee.

COMMITTEE MEETING

For the first time ever, we were able to have all committee members present for a meeting on January 17th.  We have revised our club policies.  The new club policies will be sent to you via USPS along with the membership directory in late January.  Please take time to read them.

Member Focus:  Barb Mazol

One of our members likes to ‘go-go-go’ and ‘do-do-do’.  I think Barb Mazol of Dover, PA is one special lady!

Barb was a member of the original Queen’s Tea Club.  She joined the original club because “I like to do things and go places and I LOVE tea!”  That is an understatement!  Even though Barb has macular degeneration, which affects her vision, nothing stops her from having fun and serving her community.

Barb, at age 77, volunteers her time and energy with New Hope Ministries which assists needy families in the Dover School District.  She also volunteers with Dover’s Family Clothes Tree.  If you ever attend any of the Dover Fire Company teas, you will find Barb either working in the kitchen or serving meals!

In addition to her membership in the Royal-tea Club, Barb is a member of the Ruby Red Hat’s of the Red Hat Society and the ‘Go-Go Girls’, a group of friends who ‘go-go-go’ on fun trips and cruises!  Barb has been on five of our RTC trips including Philadelphia; Newport, Rhode Island; the Washington Cathedral tour; the Philadelphia Flower Show; and our recent trip to Asheville, North Carolina.  She loves it!

Barb’s two favorite local tearooms are The Front Porch in Hallam and The Old Farmhouse, in Thomasville.  She enjoys the food and the ambiance of these two tearooms!  Barb goes to tea as frequently as she can.  You will see her at many of our club teas and our July covered dish tea.   

Barb has one room in her home dedicated to her Red Hat ‘stuff’ and her tea collections.  She calls it her ‘tea room.’  This room is home to a wonderful hand-crafted cabinet, shelves and a hanging corner cabinet made by her talented husband, Bill. Guess what you find on these shelves?  Yes…. Barb’s collection of teapots and tea cups and saucers.  While she loves all of her tea treasures, she has one very special teapot.  It is a teapot shaped like an old washing machine and was a gift from her grandson who has multiple sclerosis.  She treasures this teapot because he picked it especially for her.

Barb is a delightful wonder and a treasured member of the Royal-tea Club!  Our wish to Barb is to keep up your ‘go-go-go!’   What a great lady!
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REVIEWS OF PAST EVENTS

LAVENDER AND LACE TEA SOCIALS with Rose Ortel

by Roxanne Batterden
Royal-tea Club member Rose Ortel opened her beautiful Fallston, Maryland home to members of our club.  Rose is ‘Tea Mistress’ of Lavender and Lace Tea Socials.
Two evening teas were served this past autumn at Rose’s spacious home which was colorfully and artfully decorated for the season.  Rose’s friend and tea club member, Bonnie Mitchell, was at her side helping to serve the delicious tea meal.

The evening started out with each attendee finding a pastel colored tea measuring spoon in an organza bag as a memento of the evening tea.  We had the choice of refreshing iced sparkling peach tea or cucumber water.  Cream Earl Grey and Orange Blossom Oolong teas were served.  The teas were wonderful compliments to the meal.

Delicious home made chicken rice soup was the first item served.  Perfect opening course!  A garden salad with greens, onion and mandarin oranges was next, followed by divine butter brickle scones.  Rose served the scones with orange marmalade, lemon curd and clotted cream.  Four sandwiches/savories were enjoyed next.  It was hard to select a favorite because they were artfully prepared and delicious!  Selections included shrimp salad in phyllo cup; a seasoned tomato on round white bread (see the recipe on our website); an open faced floral shaped cucumber sandwich; and a citrus glazed pork loin open faced sandwich on homemade dressing bread. 

Then came the sweets course - five divine yummies, including a mini cream puff, strawberry white chocolate cake, white chocolate raspberry cheese cake bar, chocolate covered strawberry, and a chocolate mint stick.

Our club member Rose Ortel shined in her role as Tea Mistress!   Lavender and Lace Tea Socials caters teas for special occasions and just for fun!  Contact Rose or visit her website, www.lavenderandlaceteasocials.com, to learn more.

TURN OF THE CENTURY HOLIDAY TEA AT JUNE MUMMA'S

by Roxanne Batterden
Have you talked to anyone who attended the tea club’s 2009 holiday tea?  If not, you would hear rave reviews!  June Mumma of Waynesboro, Pennsylvania opened her gorgeous Victorian ‘turn of the century home’ to the Royal-tea Club for our annual holiday tea.  

On two Sundays in December, June was the gracious hostess for our tea.  The word that pops into my mind to describe the time spent enjoying tea in the warm and welcoming historical home at 145 West King Street is ‘magical.’  The home is a 1907 Georgian styled home which features a round three-tiered front porch.  We were able to tour the home.  Each room was beautifully decorated in the Victorian style.  There were 14 beautiful Christmas trees!  Many of the ornaments were hand-crafted by June.  Each fireplace mantel was beautifully decorated with lights and Christmas balls.  Just ‘magical’….

Each holiday Mrs. Mumma has a special ornament which you will find on each tree.  This year a Victorian shoe was the featured ornament.  So we searched each tree until we found the shoe!

June shared the history of the home and her family. One could never believe that this majestic home was once a run down, dark and dingy nightmare!  June and her husband, Harold, restored the home to its current grandeur.  The home was featured in the 2003 winter edition of Country Victorian magazine.

The tea tables were beautiful with china, crystal and linens.  An English PG Tips tea was the selected tea because, when one of June’s daughters lived in London, this was her favorite tea.   (continued on page 6)
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Mrs. Mumma’s holiday tea consisted of the five S’s - soup, scones, savories, sweets, and something special.  The soup was delicious homemade tomato bisque with a homemade star shaped crouton. Two light and flaky scones were served.  Cream and key lime scones were enjoyed with Devonshire cream and jam.  The savories included a ‘cucumber package’ - a square-shaped cucumber sandwich wrapped with a bow; a spicy pecan and pimento cheese triangle sandwich; poppy seed chicken salad on puff pastry; and a ham salad rectangular shaped sandwich.  Four divine sweets were the next items on the tea menu.  They were a lemon tart, a pear custard bar, a slice of almond tea bread, and a chocolate kissed orange hazelnut finger cookie.  To end this special tea, June did indeed serve something special.  We enjoyed a chocolate mint parfait topped with a holiday cherry!  A perfect ending for a perfect tea!

June graciously provided us several recipes which are being posted on our website.  (Contact Sharon if you would like a copy but do not have internet capability.)   I feel honored to have been invited into the Mumma historic home.  Should we return to the Mumma home for Christmas tea 2010?  I am sure gracious hostess June will have some more holiday surprises!

Christmas 2009 - in Asheville, NC, and at the Biltmore!

by Roxanne Batterden, Roving Reporter

Trip Review:

I had the good fortune to be the tea club’s trip planner and escort for our November 2009 trip to Asheville, North Carolina.  The goals for the trip were to enjoy tea in two states and to see the Biltmore Estate for the Christmas Candlelight Tour.    

We departed for Asheville on Monday, November 16th, making three stops to pick up travelers. I entertained the group with my creative poem cleverly titled, ‘Asheville Poem.’  After we enjoyed tea at Mrs. Hardesty’s Tea Room in Harrisonburg, VA, (see Trip Tea Reviews), we enjoyed watching the movie, Florence Nightingale, played in honor of the six nurses on the trip!  (Roni Lynch, Donna Lerew, Sarah Markey, Annie Sanford, Sandee Eickoff, and me)  After taking a brief dinner stop, we arrived at our Holiday Inn Express in Asheville after 9 PM.  

Tuesday morning started out with a hot continental breakfast at the hotel.    We departed for the Biltmore Estate and traveled the long entryway through the estate grounds to America’s largest home!  We took a self-guided tour of George Vanderbilt’s beautiful 250 room country home.  If you have not been to the Biltmore, the travel group highly recommends that you plan a trip.  It is a wonderful place to experience.  There are shops and a restaurant beside the home.  Two lucky ladies (Roxanne Batterden and Margie Milliner) came home with gorgeous stained glass tea pot lamps! 

Our next stop was the Biltmore Village, a classic planned community at the foothill of the Biltmore Estate.  It is now a delightful village containing unique shops and restaurants.  Several of the group visited Chelsea’s Cafe and Tea Room, a Country French and English store.  Tea books, tea pots, tea, Vera Bradley purses and other wonderful gifts were found here.  The store owner autographed copies of Chelsea’s recipe book! 

After tea at Kathleen’s Tea Room in Fletcher (see Tea Reviews) we took a vote to determine how many people wanted to return to the Village or explore the Biltmore Winery.  The ‘Winos’ and ‘The Village People’ compromised and the entire group agreed to tour the winery.  Many were seen at the Wine Tasting Center and in the gift shop.  Several were spotted at the wine bar enjoying the music provided by a live guitarist!  This was a first time wine tasting experience for several of our travelers.  There were so many bottles of Biltmore wine returning on the coach that I, as tour escort, had to make a decree of ‘no open bottles of wine on the coach.’  One mother and daughter team (Annie and Missy Sanford) came home with a case of various Biltmore Wines.  We are waiting for our invitation to the private wine tasting!  Unique wine related items, Biltmore wine, cheeses, wine bottle holiday ornaments, and tea pot shaped wine stoppers were among the holiday gift purchases.

We returned to the Biltmore Estate home to take the Candlelight Christmas Tour.  It was so beautiful at nighttime.  Outdoor holiday lights were illuminated on the trees in front of the home.  Inside there were many fireplaces that had glowing dancing fires.  It was just beautiful.  The conservatory was filled with poinsettias and white lights.  We were entertained by Victorian era dancers who danced to holiday music and a group of (continued on page 7)
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children singing holiday carols.  There were huge Christmas trees in the large rooms.  On the third floor of the home, there was a dramatic holiday reading taking place. Christmas carols were played on a beautiful gold harp.  So much to see and enjoy!  We left the estate in the holiday spirit!

On Wednesday, following our hotel breakfast, we were met by our delightful tour guide, Ken Richards.  Ken shared that the original Biltmore Estate was 125,000 acres.  Today there are 8,000 acres remaining.  On this rainy day Ken took us to the Asheville Farmer’s Market because he did not think we would enjoy a walking tour of Asheville in the rain.  He was right!  The travelers really enjoyed the market.  Excellent shopping here!  He took us on a coach driven tour of Asheville.  We saw some of the beautiful historic homes in the Montford Historic District and heard tales and folk lore about the area and home owners.  We also viewed the grounds of the famous Grove Park Inn Resort & Spa, and toured the beautiful Basilica of St. Lawrence.  This brick church on stone foundation contains beautiful tile work which was done by the same Italian mason who did work at the Biltmore.

We returned to the Biltmore Village for lunch.  I would like to mention that the McDonald’s located here featured a baby grand piano and chandeliers!  Is your local Mickey D’s this grand?  Lunch was taken in various restaurants and some ladies were able to dine at Chelsea’s Cafe and Tea Room and others at the hotel.  Our next stop was the historic Smith-McDowell House Museum.  This was Asheville’s first mansion built around 1840.  It is furnished in period style and was decorated for the holiday.  There was a beautiful tea setting in the home’s enclosed porch.  Many pictures were taken here!

We traveled the roads of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the Folk Art Center at the Southern Highland Craft Guild.  Beautiful hand-crafted baskets, weavings, jewelry, and pottery were on display (and for purchase).  A weaver was working on site that day.  Due to popular demand, we returned to the Asheville Farmer’s Market for another round of shopping and to see more before we headed to The Red Rocker Inn in Black Mountain, NC for supper.  Yes!  There were many red rocking chairs on the front porch. We were also greeted by the neighborhood cat.  I had to make sure that Sarah Markey did not return to Pennsylvania with that adorable feline!  

We were served dinner on the enclosed porch.  Each diner was able to choose their meal from a menu of eight different selections, ranging from roast stuffed chicken to the Rocker surf and turf.  We were served homemade buttermilk biscuits with homemade pumpkin butter, cream of chicken, vegetable with rice soup, and a salad with apples and toasted pecans with homemade dressing.  The highlight of the evening was dessert.  Enormous slices of cake and pie and large ice cream sundaes ended this delightful meal.  (I tasted a divine three layer coconut cake reminiscent of my grandmother’s coconut cake!) Yumm….

On Thursday, November 19th, after our hotel breakfast, we boarded our coach to begin our trip home.  We traveled about a half hour when my cell phone rang.  It was the hotel calling to alert me that two pieces of luggage did not make it on the coach.  Our driver, John, turned around and we retrieved the bags!  Our travel schedule was altered slightly due to this setback, Asheville rush hour traffic and rain!  We played bingo and sang Christmas carols and had fun prior to arriving behind schedule for our third tea in Culpeper, VA.  We were able to make up time because the Tea, Lace & Roses Tearoom staff was ready and waiting for us! (See Trip Tea Reviews).  I entertained the travelers with another of my “famous” rhymes simply titled ‘Trip Home.’  We headed to Vienna, Virginia to drop off our Virginia/Washington group of travelers!  Our next stop was Rolling Road in Baltimore where a case of wine almost stayed on the bus!  The last of the weary travelers finally made it to Timonium Park and Ride to depart to our homes in Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Another wonderful Royal-tea Club trip had come to an end!  We send thanks to Debbie Scheetz and Krouse Travel for collaborating with The Royal-tea Club once again.  We look forward to our 2010 trips!  

Trip Tea Reviews:

The trip featured two teas in Virginia and one in North Carolina.   En route to North Carolina we stopped in historic Harrisonburg, VA, for tea at Mrs. Hardesty’s Tea Room. The tea room is located in the historic Hardesty-Higgins House Visitor Center building.  (continued on page 8)
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Two teas were served with our meal:  Ann’s Garden tea and Darjeeling.  The tea started out with delicious butternut squash apple soup.  The three tiered server held sugar coated blue berry scones served with Devonshire cream and jam.  Savories and sandwiches consisted of a delicious ham and cheese lattice pie; pimento cheese layered sandwich; a simple cucumber sandwich; a delicious cheese and bacon scone; and a stuffed mini-tomato with goat cheese.  The lower tier of the server held the dessert selections which included: lemon tarts, mini lavender cake, a macaroon, Forgotten cookies, short bread, a petit four and an Earl Grey chocolate cookie.  Such diversity in desserts!  Something for everyone to enjoy!

Tea Room owner, Margaret Shifflet, took us on a walking tour of the immediate area of Harrisonburg.  We saw historic downtown buildings, the Rockingham County Court House, and toured the gothic revival style Asbury United Methodist Church, which is located across from the tearoom.  A highlight for members Debbie Wurdack and her mother, Connie Connell, was that their daughter and granddaughter, a James Madison University student, arrived by bicycle for a brief visit!

‘Goody bags’ adorned with pink ribbon and a business card were provided for each of us and contained a Mrs. Hardesty’s Tea Room pen, a loose leaf tea bag, a tea menu, and information sheet about the tearoom.

Kathleen’s Tea Room in Fletcher, NC, was named after owner Tami-Jo Halliman’s grandmother, Kathleen, who was originally from Annapolis, Maryland.  The food was phenomenal in portion size and gourmet in quality!  Kathleen’s served a creative ‘hot plate’ consisting of flavorful tomato basil soup; a slice of Greek quiche consisting of spinach, feta cheese, and olives; chicken pesto on toasted pita; and grilled bread with cucumber and raspberry cream cheese.

On the top tier of the tiered server were raisin scones, mini carrot cakes made with African Autumn tea and key lime pie with graham cracker crust. The middle tier was a cheese and fruit tray with dilled Havarti, smoked cheddar and Edam cheese with orange slices and craisins.  To accompany the cheese and fruit were homemade crackers made with Harney Paris tea.

A beautiful selection of delicious mini-desserts was served on the bottom tier of the server.  Many ‘to go’ boxes left Kathleen’s Tea Room and no one left hungry!  Teas served were East Indies teas Vanilla Lemongrass decaffeinated and Nutcracker; and Harney & Sons Paris tea.

Of interest, Tami Jo and her husband live on the grounds of the Biltmore Estate!  In addition to helping Tami at the tea room, Daniel works with the horses on the estate.

On the return trip, we stopped in historic Culpeper, VA to have tea at Tea, Lace & Roses Victorian Tea House & Gifts. The coach arrived late due to traffic and weather conditions, but owner Pat Settle and her tea serving staff were more concerned about our safety, than serving tea on time!  Four lovely teas were served: Spicy Revelry, a Rooibos holiday tea; a Bangkok Green; Pumpkin Spice; and English Breakfast tea. This was a lovely tea selection for our travelers.  The tea menu consisted of: light and fluffy cherry scones served with clotted cream and lemon curd; a delicious date stuffed with goat cheese and wrapped in prosciutto; a slice of vegetable quiche; chicken salad on croissant; a tea pot shaped egg salad sandwich on marble rye; a cucumber slice with an herb spread; peach mango salsa on crostini; and ham salad spread on a slice of yellow pepper.

This tearoom had an excellent gift shop containing antiques as well as new tea items. One member (Annie Sanford) came home with a complete set of antique plates!  

Each tea room provided a unique tea experience. The RTC travelers highly recommend that you consider a day trip to Harrisonburg or Culpeper to enjoy tea at Mrs. Hardesty’s and/or Tea, Lace and Roses.  And, if you visit Asheville, North Carolina, a visit to Kathleen’s Tea Room is a must!!   When you make your reservations be sure to mention you are a member of The Royal-tea Club!  If you were one of our travelers and  (continued on page 9)
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have not added your positive comment to Tea Map or Tea Guide about each of these tea rooms, I strongly encourage you to take a moment to do so. It is a big help to the tea businesses.

Trip Tidbits:

Member Nancy Garber traveled from Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania to join the trip at Timonium.  She won the door prize for coming the greatest distance.

There were multiple mother-daughter groupings on this trip.  Mary Ann Johnson traveled with daughters Mimi and Dottie Johnson.  Debbie Wurdack and her 92 year old mother, Connie Connell, joined the trip in Vienna, VA.  Samantha Burton and husband and club member Kyle Burton accompanied mom Sally Brown.  Annie Sanford and daughter Missy provided laughs and text messages to the tour escort from the back of the bus!  Barb Kitzmiller and daughter Kim Stahl provided the humor in the middle of the bus. Paula Shelton accompanied her mother and dad, Virginia and Paul Henderson. 

There were three husband-wife teams: Kyle and Samantha Burton; Jim and Carolyn Troy; and Paul and Vivian Henderson.

Dottie Johnson was this trip’s klutz.  She slipped on the rainy sidewalk and fell.  Luckily there was no serious injury other than to her pride!

We had a large group of travelers over the age of 70 (and most in their 80s!) including Anne Jacobs, Beverly Stevenson, Barb Mazol, Connie Connell, Mary Ann Johnson, and Paul and Vivian Henderson.  I must report that these folks had more energy and enthusiasm than some of our younger travelers!

TEA  ROOM RECIPE

Scrumptious Crabcakes

(from Brenda Lucas,  Anna's Tea Room)

Crabcake:

1 lb lump crabmeat

12 finely crushed saltine crackers

1/2 teaspoon regular mustard

2 - 3 tablespoons mayonnaise

1 teaspoon Old Bay

3 dashes Worcestershire sauce

Mix all together; roll into 8 - 10 balls

Topping:

2 tablespoons mayonnaise

2 - 3 tablespoons heavy whipping cream

Mix together until smooth texture.

Spoon a dollop of topping on each crab ball.

Sprinkle top with Old Bay.

Broil 5 - 8 minutes or until brown on top.

TEA TIDBITS

"What more could you ask for in a beverage?  January's National Hot Tea Month can serve as a reminder to...brew a hot cup of tea, which may provide a variety of health benefits, serve as a weight loss aid, and help to ward off persistent cold and flu germs." so says Joe Simrany, president, Tea Council of the USA.

THANKS

A great big thanks goes to Vera McCann and Lynn Gurtler.  Vera volunteered to help any way she could even though, she no longer drives.  Lynn delivered a large box of envelopes, stamps and return address labels to Vera and later picked up the completed ones and gave them to Sharon.  Thank you so very much for helping the club!

SAD NOTE

A much loved tea room has closed.  Freedom Log House closed mid-December due to owner Victoria's health issues.  It is rumored her daughter may be reopening it.  We truly hope so.  Our prayers go out to Victoria for healing.
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CLUB MEMBER SIGHTINGS

Tea Club Members Out and About During the Holidays!

Several RTC members were seen at A Country Tea in New Freedom, PA. on Saturday, December 12th  enjoying the afternoon tea and viewing the 26 beautifully decorated, themed Christmas trees. They were friends Becki Lorden, Sharon Walter, Bernie Battaglia, Janice Humphreys, and Dottie Hughes.  Sarah Markey, and Roxanne Batterden were also there.  Not an official RTC function but the club was well represented!

More club members attended the December 13th Candlelight Christmas Concert and Tea in Bel Air, Maryland at the Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  Phyllis and Joel Clements, Patricia Easter, Roni Lynch, Roxanne Batterden, and Jeanne Bayer were seen enjoying the historic holiday music performed by the group Musica Antiqua. This concert and tea is held every year to benefit the historic Hays House in Bel Air.

Another group of ladies attended the Christmas Tea Brunch at Marian Miller's Lavender Patch B & B.  This was advertised in the last newsletter.  Doris Russ, Donna Heindel, Betsy Green, Diane Tanruther, Ana Forshee and Shirley Calp came home with tales of good food, beautiful place settings, hospitality and camaraderie.

NEW CLUB SURVEY

In order to better serve you, please complete the enclosed survey and send to Sharon Hart by FEBRUARY 15th.  If you get a paper newsletter, please return in the provided envelope.  Those who receive the newsletter electronically may send their response in an email or Word document.

The Royal-tea Club Member Survey 2010

In order to plan tea events and trips to meet our members’ expectations and needs, we ask you to complete this survey.  Please complete and send to Sharon Hart by FEBRUARY 15th.

Thanks,

“The Committee”   ~Sharon Hart, Roxanne Batterden, Dottie Johnson, Suzanne Krause, Donna Lerew & Shirley Smith

Your Name ________________ (optional)

City/State_________________

How many teas did you attend during calendar year 2009?  __________________

Of the teas you attended, what was your favorite tea room? _________________

What made this your favorite? _______________________________________

What was your least favorite and why? _________________________________

What tea rooms would you like to visit in the future?  List your top five.

________________ ________________ _______________

________________ ________________

Rank the following, in reason of importance to you:

___ Food Quantity



___Ambiance

___ Food Quality



___ New venue/tearoom

___ Balance of protein and carbohydrates
___ Reputation of tearoom

___ Tea Selection  



___ Parking

___ Loose Tea vs. Tea Bags


___ Gift Shop

___ Location/Proximity

Travel:

How far are you willing to travel to a tearoom? (check all that are applicable)

10-20 miles_____
21-35 miles ____
36-50 miles ____

Would you be willing to pay extra for group bus transport to a tea room?  (For instance, a tea room in Virginia or Southern Maryland or Northern Pennsylvania)  Yes / No
Comment: ______________________________________

Did you travel with the club in 2009? Yes / No - If yes, which trip? (Circle:  Philadelphia Flower Show, British Isle Cruise, Biltmore/Asheville)

The following is a list of possible future trips.  Please mark which trip(s) you seriously would consider:

_____ 2012 - London and Southern England – Tea with Queen Victoria

_____ 2014 – France – Paris and other locales

_____ ? Date - European River Cruise (Rhine River)

_____ 2011 Caramoor, Rosen House and Gardens Katonah, New York

_____ 2011 Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania

_____ 2011 Ocean Grove, New Jersey – (Victorian) 

_____ 2011 Inn of Silent Music, Tylerton, Smith Island, Maryland

Your suggestion(s): _____________________________________________

Keeping in mind that we strive to keep our trips affordable, please answer the following:

For European Trips, what is the maximum cost you would pay? 

____ $2500; ____ $3500; ____ $5000; Other amount: _______

For US trips, what is the maximum cost you would pay (3-4 day trip?

____ $450; _____$500; ____ $550; Other amount: _________

For one day trips, what is the maximum cost you would pay?

____ $75; ____ $100; ____ $150; Other: ___________

Website:
Have you accessed the Royal-tea Club web site…  

In the last month?  Yes / No

In the last 6 months?  Yes / No

In the last year? Yes / No

If yes, for what reason(s)?

____ Club Policies



____ Member Application

____ Upcoming Teas


____ Tea Room Reviews

____ Read trip articles


____ Recipes

____ General Information (ie., Club contact information/telephone)

____ Newsletter

____ Other: ______________________________________________

Do you use the website to obtain club information?  Yes / No 

Newsletter:

What features do you regularly read?  Check all that apply.

___ Upcoming Teas


____ Tea Room Updates

___Tea Room Reviews


____ Recipes


___Member Focus



____ Trip Reviews

___Travel News



____ Advertisements

___ Editor’s Note



____ Tea Tidbits

___ Club Member News



Do you use your newsletter as an information resource?  Yes/ No

Your comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Many thanks for taking the time to complete our survey!!
